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STEVENSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ONLINE 

 9:55AM ON THE SUMC FACEBOOK PAGE 

or click on the link on our website: 

 

Welcome and Announcements   

Prelude  
(take these moments to quiet your mind & heart as worship begins)  

 Call to Worship 

  *Opening Hymn:  #374 “Standing on the Promises” (v. 1,2,4)    

The Story For All Ages  

Scripture Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17                              
Sandy Krieg  

Message:  “Skipping to the End”                                                         
Rev. Ryan Low Edwardson    

Musical Praise:  “Alleluia, Sing Your Praise”                                                
Senior Choir 

Prayers of the People                                                                                 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                      

Offering                                                                                    
*Doxology  #95                                                                                            

Prayer of Dedication 

*Closing Hymn:  #369 “Blessed Assurance”  

Blessing 

Postlude 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mission Focus For November-OutCenter SW Michigan  

 

Commitment Forms-Extra forms are available on the 

 table in the hallway.  Thank you. 

 

Blood Pressure Check-November 9 with Judy  

 Grimmett after worship. 

 

Sisters-In-Faith, Monday November 10.  See page 5 

of today’s update. 

 

Card Ministry-Tuesday November 11, 10:00am and  

 4:00pm 

 

Greater South West Charge Conference-3:00pm  

 Saturday, November 15 at SUMC. 

 

Advent Devotions-See page 7 of today’s update.  

 

               Serving in Worship Sunday, November 9 

Kellie Meyer, Pianist 

Sandy Krieg, Lector 

Bob & Barb Clark, Ushers 

Sharon Foxworthy, Greeter 

Juliet Vehslage, Acolyte 

Don Rescoe, Congregational Safety 

 

Altar Flowers Given by Monique Yoder 

In Memory of Jim Brenneman, Uncle. 
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Rev. David Hills, former pastor 
at SUMC, has been diagnosed 
with frontotemporal  
degeneration and corticobasal 
degeneration. David and Claire 
are moving to San Diego to be 
near family, and appreciate 
your prayers in this  
difficult time. If you  
would like to send  
a card, their new  
address is: 
 
David and Claire Hills 
11613 Calle Simpson 
El Cajon, CA 92019 

Spoiler Alert! 

Recently, we finished reading Charlotte’s Web  with our six-year-old.  My husband Ryan and I wondered 
how Elliott would take the ending of the book, when the beloved spider Charlotte dies of old age. Our son 
is a sensitive soul, and when we finally reached the chapter where we knew there would be an emotional 
goodbye to Charlotte, I prepared myself for whatever  
questions or feelings Elliott might have. 
 

Much to my surprise, Elliott was surprisingly calm as we read of Charlotte’s passing. He listened attentively 
as the story  
unfolded. When the chapter was over and it was time to put our book away for the evening, Elliott turned 
to me and said, “It’s okay, Mama. Charlotte died, but on the third day she’ll rise again!” 
 

Being the preacher’s kid he is, Elliott knows very well that Jesus rose after three days after he died. In his 
mind, that must be literally true for every other living being! While Charlotte did not rise in three days like 
Jesus did, Elliott is indeed on to something. God is making all things new. The end of all things is not bro-
kenness and destruction, but healing and wholeness through God’s grace and love. We can face the hard-
est things in this life knowing that, ultimately, God is raising the dead to new life. Join us this Sunday as we 
see how our faith offers us a spoiler alert that gives us strength for the journey. 
 

Let’s be the Church, 
Pastor Elise 

PS – This Sunday, my spouse Ryan and I are doing a pulpit swap! He will be preaching here at Stevensville 
UMC, and I will be in his pulpit over at Coloma UMC. He’s excited to see you all! 



HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Tery Bailey 

Bruce Barclay 

Carol Bond 

Adam Burnett 

Missy Carroll 

Sue Dock 

David Hills 

Debbie Foley 

Ken Foyder 

Mike Hollacher 

Shirley Hetfield 

Jerry Hunt 

Brad Kisner 

Dick Lukey 

Baby Sebastian Kurup 

Mike Melcher 

Schaeffer Ott 

April Pinderski 

Gloria Pollack 

Mike Rush 

Amy Schaub 

Fred Seifert 

Larry Shadle 

J.T. Thompson 

Kathy Trejo 

Brooke Trux 

David Sunblad Jr. 

Judy Vanderaue 

Gary Wank 

Dan Whitt 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Sharon Alsbro 

Carol Momany 

Grace Park 

Sally Streick 

Carol Svorec 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah-Liberia 

IN ACTIVE SERVICE: 

Taylor Allgood-England 

Lydia Sankey-Orsillo-USS 
Bulkeley DDG 84-Rota Spain 

STUDIES ABROAD 

Max Logan 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 

• Prayers of comfort and peace to the Brenneman and Yoder families on the passing of  Jim Brenneman. 

• Dick & Sally ask for prayers for the family and friends of  Miles, their neighbor who passed away. 

• Prayers for Emily who had a successful mastectomy.  Prayers of healing during her 6 week recovery. 

• Prayers of comfort for the family and dear friend of Nancy Poelker’s,  Marian Hagenauer who passed away.   

• Prayers for JT Thompson who is enduring treatments in both of his eyes for Macular Degeneration. 

• Comfort and prayers for the family of Jay Woodrick who passed away. 
• Prayers of thanks for God's provision from Monique Yoder that their parents house is now officially on the market.  
• Prayers for Mike Hollacher. 
• Prayers for Beth Foyder’s brother-in-law Bill Smith recovering from amputation due to diabetes. 

• Prayers of comfort for Sharon Alsbro who is now at Hanson Center.  

• Prayers for Sherry & Jerry Hunt as Jerry is now under Hospice Care at Timbers assisted living in Dowagiac  

• Prayers for Nancy Farrington’s sister-in-law Dianne who is recovering from a broken tibia.  

• Prayers of comfort for Dianna Hartman’s friend Kim & family whose Dad passed away. 

• Prayers of healing for Barb Bittner who is recovering from health issues at Pine Ridge. 

• Prayers of healing for Dianna Hartman’s niece Tammy who has been diagnosed with bone cancer and will be  

       starting chemo. 

• Prayers of healing for Kathy Harris’s daughter-in-law’s cousin’s who’s cancer has returned. 

• Continued prayers for Lona’s nephew Jason who has Crohn's disease. 

• Prayers of peace for our world. 

• Prayers for Amanda Feigley who was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer.  She is 30 years old.  

• Prayers for those affected by natural disasters. 
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Do You Enjoy Working Jigsaw Puzzles? 

Do you buy puzzles, work them once, then store them on a shelf or in a 

closet never to be done again? Wouldn’t it be nice to pass that puzzle on 

for someone else to enjoy? Or have you been wanting to start working puz-

zles but don’t want to spend the money to purchase one? Well now you 

can!! 

A puzzle lending library has been set up in the entranceway by Faith Hall.  

Feel free to take a puzzle home, return it when you are finished and then 

take another. And if you have puzzles at home you would like to share, 

please add them to the shelves. Please make sure the puzzles you share 

have all their pieces and put the pieces in a plastic storage bag inside the puzzle box so it can’t accidently 

spill if opened at church.  Gallon size storage bags have been provided on the puzzle shelf if needed. 

Any questions? Just text or call Leanne Nitz (269-252-9407).  Happy Puzzling!!  

The church library is a wonderful resource available for all SUMC members to use.   
New books have been added to the collection.  Stop by and see what is new. 
                                                       Adult 

                       Gentle and lowly: the heart of Christ for sinners 
                       The book of Psalms in spoken English 
                       God: the science the evidence 
                      In his image: 10 ways God calls us to reflect his character 
                         You are called: discover your God-given gifts to fulfill your 

purpose 
Children’s  How to catch a star;  If we were dogs;  The gift of everything;  

 No cats in the library:  Mostly what God does. 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH 

Will meet Monday, 

 November 10 

at 6:00pm.   

Monique Yoder is  

 the guest speaker and will  

be talking about Missions.   

ALL ARE WELOME! 

Will you be gone during the winter 

months?  If so, please let me know 

and email me an  

address so we have it for any  

correspondences 

while you are away.  

Thank you! Sandy K. 

Office email 

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com 
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                                             CARING MINISTRIES 

Always give thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ..Ephesians 5:20 

Being thankful is a feeling when you are glad or happy because of something good 

happens to you or when you do something for others.  We have reached Novem-

ber—the Thankful month.  Well, you know the saying, “Count Your Blessings”.  Big 

or little it doesn’t matter.  I’m thankful for scrambled eggs, my Church, and helping 

others.  Every day brings new reasons for being thankful. 

     We give thanks to God for everything.  By centering our hearts on thankfulness we are honoring God.  

He wants us to be thankful and He wants us to be thankful for others.  

     Did you know that being thankful can change your outlook on life?  Expressing thankfulness can lower  

Your blood pressure, help relationships, improve sleep, and boost self worth.  

Sharon Foxworthy, Caring Ministries 

      Did you hear about the turkey prom?  

               It was a Butterball! 

Your Caring Ministry team is here for you; please contact any of the members if you have a need: Nancy 

Mead, Lona Vogie, Karen Pallas, Sharon Foxworthy, Elaine Graves, Chris Weber, Lisa Williams, and  

Pastor Elise Low Edwardson 

Sanctuary HVAC Upgrades 

In November, the two air conditioning units at the front of the  

Sanctuary will be replaced with new furnace/air conditioning systems. 

These two units failed last year, leaving us with only two operable units 

at the back of the Sanctuary. The new units will, in addition to air conditioning, provide very efficient 

heating, reducing our dependence on the old hot water system. Eventually we will also replace the old air 

conditioning units at the back of the Sanctuary with furnaces also, allowing us to finally remove the old boil-

er. A few years ago we obtained estimates for replacing the old boiler with a modern hot water system and 

installing new air conditioning. However, the approach we are now taking, with forced air furnaces, will only 

cost about half of the hot water system replacement estimate.  

 

The General Fund budget includes a line item for church maintenance, but projects like this are not  

included. Instead, we have a separate Capital Improvement fund. Some people direct part of their contribu-

tions to this fund and we utilize other sources such as part of the income from the Mohican house rental. If 

you wish to contribute to this project, the contributions should be directed to the Capital Improvement 

Fund. 

SUMC Trustees Committee 
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Stevensville UMC is seeking a Youth Outreach  

Coordinator. This individual is responsible for  

nurturing faith and building relationships with 

youth through service, discipleship, and  

fellowship opportunities. The ideal candidate 

 has strong relational, organizational, and  

communication skills. This position is 15-20 hours  

a week with flexible hours.  Could you or  

someone you know be the right person for the 

job? Interested candidates should 

email reveliselowedwardson@gmail.com.  

Click here for full job description. 

Do you enjoy the hospitality fellowship after church?  We 

have had so many yummy treats from all who have 

baked and we are so grateful.  There are 3 different areas 

you can sign-up to help keep this ministry going.  You can 

sign-up to set up the coffee, you can sign-up to clean up, 

and you can sign-up to bake goodies.  If you haven’t set-

up or cleaned up before that’s ok, Sandy Hayes will be 

happy to show you.  Thank you 

for your help with this ministry 

for our church.   

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 4    

Jacob Thompson    

NOVEMBER 5    NOVEMBER 19 

Carol Momany    Jan Taylor 

NOVEMBER 9    NOVEMBER 22 

Bruce Barclay    Elizabeth Carlson 

Casey Tubman    Mike Melcher 

NOVEMBER 10    NOVEMBER 23 

Kenneth Foyder   Nicole Birmingham-Moersch 

NOVEMBER 15                                              NOVEMBER 24 

Ryan Arnt    Linda Willadsen 

NOVEMBER 17    NOVEMBER 29 

Susan Ferry    Hugh Black 

Patricia Seifert    NOVEMBER 30 

     Charles Archey 

Sign-Up For Altar Flower Dedications 

For 2025  

Please See All The Openings Through 

The End Of The Year-Thank You! 

Our Altar Flowers are silk arrange-

ments done by Robin Weingart.  Cost 

is $30.00 and the money goes towards 

Missions. Thank you to all for sponsor-

ing the flower arrangements every 

Sunday.  SIGN-UP ON THE CLIP 

BOARD IN THE HALLWAY AND PLACE 

YOUR PAYMENT IN THE COLLECTION 

BOX THAT IS NOW BY THE SIGN-UP 

SHEET.  If you are not able to get to 

church and sign-up please call the  

church office at 429-5911.   

Be part of our Church Advent Devotional! 

This Advent, we’re putting together an Advent devotion that’s written by YOU – our church family here at 

SUMC! You’re invited to write a reflection that will help guide us through Advent and get us ready to  

welcome the Christ-child.  You are invited to write a 250-word reflection, inspired by the Scripture you sign 

up for in the Gathering Space. Each Scripture has an anchor word to help give you a place to start, and some 

guiding questions you can refer to if that is helpful. Feel free to weave in a personal story or memory into 

your writing. Close your devotion with a one or two sentence prayer. Your work may be edited for space if 

needed.  Devotions are due by Sunday, November 16th. Email them 

to reveliselowedwardson@gmail.com or turn in a copy to the church office.  

Sign up in the Gathering Space, or contact Pastor Elise for more info! 

mailto:reveliselowedwardson@gmail.com
https://www.stevensville-umc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Youth-Outreach-Coordinator-Job-Description.pdf
mailto:reveliselowedwardson@gmail.com


 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR AT SUMC 

NOV 10-NOV 16 
 

Monday, November 10 

1:00pm  SPRC 
1:00pm  Caring Ministry 
6:00pm  Scout Meeting 
6:00pm  Sisters-In-Faith 

6:00pm  Trustees 
7:00pm  Harmony Ringers 

Tuesday, November 11 

10:0am  Card Ministry 
2:00pm  Scripture of the Week 

4:00pm  Card Ministry 
6:30pm  Ad-Council 

6:30pm  Scouts 
7:00pm  Pub Theology 

Wednesday, November 12 

10:00am  Staff Meeting 
5:30pm  BASIC Rehearsal 

7:00pm  Cantata Rehearsal 
8:00pm  Senior Choir 

Thursday, November 13 

11:30am  Covenant Journaling 
1:00pm  Old Chimers 

3:00pm  Lancer Lunches 
5:45pm  Berrien Quilters 

6:00pm  SUMCC Staff Meeting 
Friday, November 14 

10:30am  Hagenauer Funeral 
Saturday, November 15 

3:00pm  Greater South West Charge 
Conference at SUMC 

Sunday, November 16  

9:00am  Men’s Group 
10:00am  Worship 

10:15am  Sunday School 
11:00am  Grace Notes 

11:15am  Journey Brunch 
11:30am  Journey Classes 

 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK  

WITH JUDY GRIMMETT, SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 9TH AFTER  

WORSHIP 

ENTER  

THROUGH  

DOOR #4 

This month’s Card Ministry will be Tuesday morn-

ing November 11 at 10:00am and   

Tuesday afternoon November 11 at 4:00pm. Call 

Sandy Hayes at 269-449-3953 with any 

questions.  Thank you. 
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Widows 4 Widows Group 

Will meet Monday, November 17 at  

5:00pm in the Lounge.  Pleases feel free 

to join us no matter where you are on 

your journey.  All are welcome.  Please 

enter through door # 4.   

 

 

 The Knitting Group would like to welcome 

  ALL TYPES OF CRAFTERS to join on the  

  1st and 3rd Thursday’s of the month. 

  What’s your craft?  Knitting, crocheting, 

  cross stitch, quilting, scrapbooking?  Come  

  and join the group of crafters to work on  

  your favorite craft and projects.  The next 

  gathering will be Thursday, November 20.  



Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

Once again this year, SUMC will be supporting 7 veteran 

families with Thanksgiving Food Baskets.  We will also be 

supporting some families from the Lakeshore Middle 

School if our donations in food and money allow.  This 

mission is especially important this year as the price of 

some groceries has increased to a point where some families may not be able to 

celebrate Thanksgiving as they have in the past.  We have included below a list of 

the basic items that will be in each food basket.  If you were to purchase all of 

these items, it would cost about $65.00.  And, at this point, we still don’t know 

what the price of turkeys will be, so that price could be higher.  Starting this  

Sunday, November 2, we will be collecting food donations for these baskets.  We 

will continue to collect on November  9 and 16.  The baskets will be delivered on 

November 23 and 24.  If you would like to help deliver the baskets, please let us 

know.  There will be a crate in the Gathering Area where you can put your food 

donations.  If you would rather, you can write a check and put Thanksgiving  

Baskets in the memo line.  This will allow us to purchase perishable items to add 

to the baskets.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Sandy 

Hayes or Lona Vogie.   

                                                                              Turkey Gravy (Jar) - 2  
  Turkey - 15#          Cranberry Sauce 

  Stove Top Stuffing Mix              Canned Corn 

  Cranberry Sauce         Canned Yams 

  Canned Green Beans        Mushroom Soup 

  5# Bag of Potatoes               Cranberry Sauce 

  Canned Corn 
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November Mission Focus — OutCenter of Southwest Michigan 

 

The OutCenter of Southwest Michigan aims to advocate for change and  

provide community to LGBTQ+ persons, their allies, and their families in 

Southwest Michigan. The center does this through advocacy efforts, sup-

port services, and community building programs. It also pursues initiatives 

that change systems, working in partnership with area-wide systems to en-

sure that          LGBTQ+ people receive equitable services within their communities. 

 

Education 

OutCenter believes that education is part of advocacy. They work with systems throughout Berrien, 

Van Buren, and Cass counties to educate others about the LGBTQ+ community. They offer          

advocacy through education in large civic spheres, one-on-one meetings with leaders and elected 

officials, as well as with individuals and families. The center educates and advocate for the lives of 

rural communities, LGBTQ+ people, and LGBTQ+ resource centers in national settings. You can  

access a recorded version of the center’s Pathways to Belonging  

training here: https://youtu.be/JoRK0r-48fs 

 

Empathy  

The center provides support, social, and discussion groups that aim to foster a safe and welcoming 

space for the LGBTQ+ community, in all of its diversity. They foster dialogue between community 

leaders, families, and organizations. All of their programs work together to promote social justice, 

intersectionality, equality, and acceptance. No Silly Questions is a weekly content resource where 

OutCenter staff cover questions you and others may have about queer culture, healthy relation-

ships, the history of the LGBTQ+ community. No question is too silly. Wondering about different 

LGBTQ+ flags? What was Stonewall really about? Want to make sense of queer terminology and 

inside jokes? Then No Silly Questions is for you! Follow the content on social media and participate 

by submitting your own question. https://www.outcenter.org/questions  

 

Equity 

OutCenter works to plan or promote programming that uplifts, values, and includes the voices of all 

LGBTQ+ people in the center’s service area of Southwest Michigan. Through its support and social 

programming, it purposefully provides resources and support for individuals to live their most        

authentic selves, live their life full of purpose, and bring equity, diversity, and inclusion into every  

aspect of their lives.  They promote inclusion for rural LGBTQ+ centers and people in the national 

dialogue. Learn more about OutCenter Chats and Teen Pride. 

 

You can contribute to widening God’s mercy to youth and adults in Southwest Michigan by donating to the 

OutCenter directly https://www.outcenter.org/donate or giving to our November Mission Focus. 

 

MISSION TEAM MEMBERS — Monique Yoder (Chairperson), Wanda Barclay, Barb Clark, Kath-

leen Deforest, Paster Elise, Wayne Koebel, Mindi Logan, Dick Lukey, Kellie Meyer, Leanne Nitz, 

Nancy Poelker, Barb Pries, Kathy Sankey, Myra Thompson, Lona Vogie, Rachel Wade, Robin 

Weingart, Paul Westmaas 

https://www.outcenter.org/services/pathways-of-belonging-training
https://youtu.be/JoRK0r-48fs
https://www.outcenter.org/questions
https://www.outcenter.org/adult-programs
https://www.outcenter.org/teen-pride
https://www.outcenter.org/donate

