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STEVENSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ONLINE 

9:55AM ON THE SUMC FACEBOOK PAGE 
or click on the link on our website: 

www.stevensville-umc.org 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude                                                                                                              
take these moments to quiet your mind & heart as worship begins  

*Call to Worship  

*Opening Hymn: #557 “Blest be the Tie That Binds“ 

The Story For All Ages: Pastor Elise  

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
Dick Lukey 

Message:  “We Belong to Each Other”  
Pastor Elise Low Edwardson 

Musical Praise: “We All Are One in the Lord”  
Senior Choir  

Song of Response: #393 “Spirit of the Living God” 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Offering   
*#94 Doxology and Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Holy Communion                                                                                       
Communion Hymn: #620 “One Bread, One Body” 

*Closing Hymn: #2222 “The Servant Song”  

Blessing     

Postlude 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Altar Flower Sign-Up Sheet-2023-Please see the  

Clipboard on the table in the hallway to sign-up  

or call the church office at 429-5011.  

 

Youth Group-Sunday, January 15 at 6:00pm.  

 

Evening Card Class-Thursday January 19 at 6:00pm in 

the Gathering Area. 

 

Hostess and Cookie Bakers Needed-Please consider 

signing up to help make cookies or host on Sunday 

mornings for after church hospitality.  Sign-up on the 

clip board in the hallway.  

 

Help Needed-We are looking for volunteers to help 

with changing the church sign on Ridge Road. See 

page 5 of today’s update.   

 

Mobile Food Pantry-Will be here Wednesday January 

18, 4:00pm.  Set-up is at 2:30 

 

Action Sunday-Sunday January 29 will be our next 

Action Sunday. Please see page 6 of today’s update.    

 

Lenten Study-Please see page 4 of today’s update. 

 

If you ordered Poinsettias and did not donate them 

you may now pick them up.  Thank you. 
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                                                                   It Really Does Take a Village 

 

I distinctly remember the day that we took our newborn Elliott home from the hospital.  He was so sweet, 
so tiny, so vulnerable, and so loved.  Ryan and I were overwhelmed with love and joy, feeling the deep 
privilege to get to be his parents! But as the nurses gave us their final instructions, as we packed up our 
things, as we buckled our newborn into his car seat for the very first time, Ryan and I looked at each with a 
unique mix of joy, awe, bewilderment, and fear.  It was hard to believe they were just going to let us take 
this baby home, as if we suddenly knew all we needed to know about being parents!  We waved goodbye 
to the amazing nurses who’d helped bring our baby into the world, who’d worked their magic to soothe 
him when he was upset, who’d helped us navigate feeding struggles that still didn’t feel totally resolved.  
As we drove away from the hospital, I wondered if we truly had what it takes for this next chapter of life. 
 

Indeed, new parenthood is an exhausting, overwhelming endeavor.  But as time went on, I gave thanks to 
realize we were not as alone as I perhaps thought we were.  A few dear family members stepped up to 
rock our baby while we slept or showered.  Dishes were washed, laundry was folded, food was prepared.  
As Elliott got older, a few high school boys took great pride in their ability to rock him to sleep during Sun-
day worship, and countless church grandmas kept eyes on him and showed him love.  I give thanks for the 
love that Elliott knows from his church family – he knows it’s a place where he will find love, care, and joy, 
and that’s a gift for us all. While no one could walk the road of parenthood for us, what a gift to have  
others walk it with us. 
 

In baptism, we recognize that faith is not meant to be a solo endeavor.  We need the support of the  
community of faith, no matter what stage of life we are in.  We need one another’s prayers and presence.  
We need the different gifts that we each bring to the table, and the ways we grow by serving one another.  
We need the witness that we share – stories that help us understand one another’s views and experiences, 
and know that we are not as alone in life as perhaps we once felt.  As we remember our baptism, we  
remember our vows to create a community of love and forgiveness, a community that works to increase 
one another’s faith, confirm one another’s hope, and perfect each other in love.  No matter what age or 
stage we find ourselves in, may we live into who God has called us to be as a community of believers,  
doing life and faith together. 
 

Let’s be the Church, 

Pastor Elise 
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HEALTH CONCERNS: 

June Avery 

Bruce Barclay 

Sara Collins 

Janet Crawford 

Donna Dorgelo 

Jack Hardy 

Dianna Hartman 

Shirley Hetfield 

Claire Hills 

Levi 

Mike Melcher 

Carol Momany 

 

 

 

Donny Phillips 

Gloria Pollack 

Joann Rumney 

Mike Rush 

Amy Schaub 

Larry Shadle 

Kathy Trejo 

Cathy Sommers 

Pat Steenbergh 

Carol Svorec 

Judy Vanderaue 

Tamara Williams 

Carolyn Yoder 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Jo Cupp 

Donna Dorgelo 

Barb Keeler 

Grace Park 

Norma Ray 

Dan & Sally Streick 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah—in Liberia 

TEACHING ABROAD: 

Riley Logan-South Korea 

IN ACTIVE SERVICE: 

Taylor Allgood-England 

Lydia Sankey - Navy 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

 Prayers for Carol Svorec who is recovering from a fall at Pine Ridge.  

 Prayers comfort and healing for Jack Hardy who is recovering from surgery January 4 to remove more of his toe. 

 Prayers for the Stocking’s son John and his family who have been sick with covid.    

 Prayers for Janet Crawford who is recovering from gall bladder surgery and will begin chemo the end of January.  

Prayers of comfort, healing and strength for her John and Michael. 

 Prayers for Gloria Pollack who is having some significant health problems. 

 Prayers for Stephen, brother of Myra’s  friend Iris who is in his final stages of colon cancer. 

Prayer Joys: 

  Congratulations to Sherry and Jerry Hunt on their 49th Wedding Anniversary December 29. 

 

 



There is a clipboard available in the hallway for you to vote for which 

study you are interested in.  If you have any questions please contact  

Kristina Stolk at kristinastolk25@gmail.com 

 

Entering the Passion of Jesus: Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with anticipation, 

danger, and the potential for great loss or great reward.  Jesus risked his reputation when he entered Jerusalem in a victory 
parade. He risked his life when he dared to teach in the Temple. His followers risked everything when they left behind their 
homes, or anointed him with costly perfume. We take risks as we read and re-read these stories, finding new meanings and 
new challenges. In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, professor, and biblical scholar Amy-
Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the text raises ethical and spiritual ques-
tions for the reader, and how we all face risk in our Christian experience. 

Finding Jesus in the Psalms: A meaningful encounter with Jesus and the Psalms through the season of Lent.  Au-

thor Barb Roose guides the reader through a meaningful encounter with the Psalms through the season of Lent. Combining an 
interpretation of the Psalms with real life stories, the study moves through the familiar words of Psalm 23 toward the painful 
cries of Psalm 22 uttered by Jesus on the cross. The study includes reflections on the life of King David and the original context 
of the writings, along with connections between the psalms and the life and death of Jesus the Messiah. 

Luke Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws: Glimpse a first-century portrait of Jesus! In this 6-

week study, best-selling author Hamilton shares Luke's sentiments on our Savior's love for outcasts and strugglers---like you 
and me. Gain deeper understanding of his ministry to ordinary, unexpected people---imperfect individuals who need the hope 
of the gospel---and find inspiration for your life today! 

*Please vote for which study you are interested in.  More information will be emailed to you once a decision has been made 
on the study, dates, and times. 
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Pastor Elise’s Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday – 9 am-12 pm 
and by appointment  
Friday - Pastor Elise’s Sabbath Day (day off) 
reveliselowedwardson@gmail.com 
Office – 269-429-5911 

SUMCC had fun making fake snow for our winter fun theme this week!! The  

weather didn't cooperate so we made the snow ourselves. Kiddos 

enjoyed playing in "snow" at the sensory table and making  

snowmen. Some of our classes practiced getting on snow gear in 

their dramatic play center and having "snowball" fun!  
       SUMCC        

CARD MINISTRY CLASS  

FOR THE  MONTH OF  JANUARY  

The January Card Ministry classes will be held Tuesday, January 10  @ 

10:00am and Thursday, January 19 at 6:00pm.  Please let Sandy Hayes 

know if you plan on attending so she can have enough supplies for  

everyone.  If you have any questions please contact her at:  

                    429-5328 or shayes1314@juno.com                                              

   Thank You!!             

           COMING SOON! 

The New Offering Envelopes  

have been ordered but will not  

arrive until the end of January. 

You can place your offering in an 

envelope provided in the pews. 

Please make sure to put your name on the outside of the  

envelope.  If you know your envelope number and can include 

it that would be very helpful.  Sorry for the inconvenience and 

Thank You so much.    --Generosity Team   

We are in need of volunteers to help change the church sign on Ridge 

Road.  Many thanks to Wayne Koebel and Dick Lukey in the past years 

who have done this for us.  If this is something that you are able to 

help do please contact Dick Lukey at 269-470-8856 or the church 

office at 429-5911.  Thank you! 

CHURCH  

SIGN  

HELP  NEEDED 

Introduction to Contemplative Prayer Retreat  
February 16-18 at Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat Center 

Immerse yourself in a time of spiritual renewal with an introductory retreat to spiritual practices including contemplative 
prayer, times of silence and guided learning. Enjoy leisurely meals, morning instruction, choose your own adventure  
afternoons, and a guided practice in the evening. Those new to contemplative practices as well as those more experienced 
are welcome. Led by Rev. Cora Glass, Rev. Dr. April Gutierrez, and Lisa Batten. This retreat center is a drug and  
alcohol-free space. 
Check in begins 6 pm Thursday, Check-out Saturday 5 pm. Optional add-on extension through Sunday 12 pm.  Cost in-
cludes two nights lodging and five meals (Friday breakfast, lunch, and dinner; Saturday breakfast and lunch). Add-on to 
your experience by staying over Saturday night (includes Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast). 
$184 (Single/Double) Th-Sat; $254 (Single/Double) Th-Sun ; $88 Commuter– per person.   
Register at https://umcamping.org/events/?campid=58 

about:blank
https://umcamping.org/events/?campid=58
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Welcome 2023!  As we start the new year the word Refresh always comes to my mind.  You feel like a clean 

slate is before you.  The chance to do better than before and a new start.   

Isaiah 43:18-19 comes to mind—Let Go and Forget the Past. 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!   

Now it springs us; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness 

and streams in the wasteland. 

    Isaiah 43:18-19 

 

God has newness in mind for us.  God is including us in his plans always.  Look forward to the new things he 

will do in our lives.  It may not be in ways we see or understand but he is at work.  New may come out of 

blessings, new opportunities or may come thru pain and loss.  God has the best in mind for us.  We can let go 

of the need to figure it out and rest in his care. 

 

Caring Ministries is always there for you. If you have a need, please reach out to one of us: Rose Westmaas, 

Chris Weber, Gloria Pollack, Nancy Mead, Karen Pallas, Lona Vogie, Sharon Foxworthy, Carolyn Yoder, Rev. 

Elise Low Edwardson  

CARING MINISTRIES 

It’s time again for Action Sunday!  On January 29th, after service, we have several  
opportunities for many skill levels: 
 
1) Packing food for the SUMC backpack program  
2) Making Valentine’s Day cards! 
3) Visiting Church member shut-ins 
4) Singing  
 
Sign ups will be passed during church services and left in the hallway for people who are 
interested.  If you are watching services from home, please call Mindi at 269-363-1661 to 
get signed up! 
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2023 

Altar Flower Dedications For 2023 
Our Altar Flowers are silk arrangements done by Robin Weingart.  Cost is 

$30.00 and the money goes towards Missions.  SIGN-UP ON THE CLIP BOARD 

IN THE HALLWAY.  If you are not able to get to church and sign-up please call 

the church office at 429-5911 or email me at  

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com and I will sign-up for you.  Your check can be 

made out to SUMC and mailed to the church with a note in the memo  

section “Altar Flowers”.         Thank you!  Sandy Krieg 

JANUARY 1 

Kathy Harris 

JANUARY 3 

Renee Menke 

JANUARY 4 

Josephine Cupp 

JANUARY 5 

Rebecca Meyer 

JANUARY 9 

Tafara Rukenda 

JANUARY 13 

Sally McWhirter 

JANUARY 16 

Chip Krieg 

JANUARY 17 

Kevin Boyle 

JANUARY 18 

Nancy Farrington 

Bob Schmidt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 19 

Brian Radford 

JANUARY 21 

Nicholas Weingart 

JANUARY 26 

Gene Harris 

Riley Logan 

JANUARY 27 

Kevin Ivers 

Shawn Wade 

JANUARY 28 

Mary Shaffer 

Melissa Vegter 

JANUARY 29 

Sandra Andert 

JANUARY 30 

Barbara Pries 

 

  

 

                              Cardio Drumming Classes 

Classes will begin Thursday, January 26 and run through  

March 2nd from 6:30pm - 7:30pm in Faith Hall.  There will be no 

class on February 9.  These classes are free and open to anyone 

who would like to come.  Jessica from Healthies on Cleveland is  

teaching the class.  If you have any questions you can either  

reach out to Nancy Mead or Pastor Elise.  Thank you! 
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            MISSION TEAM MEMBERS 

          Mindi Logan, Wanda Barclay Co-chairs;   

             Kellie Meyer, Barb Clark  

             Leanne Nitz, Melissa Rescoe, Kathy Sankey,   

                   Myra Thompson, Lona Vogie,  

       Robin Weingart, Sally McWhirter, Paul Westmaas,  

     

JANUARY MISSION FOCUS 

UMCOR INTERNATIONAL  

The January SUMC Mission selected is the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

As part of Global Ministries, the international branch of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provides humani-

tarian relief and disaster response in over 60 countries throughout the world. Their efforts are targeted in places where natural 

disasters, war, or conflict have done so much damage that communities are unable to recover on their own. In addition, UMCOR 

International helps communities prepare for emergencies and to reduce the risk of disasters through a roster of training pro-

grams. They are involved in global development work. Specific programs address issues of health, sanitation, poverty, sustaina-

ble agriculture, nutrition, and food security. Many development problems are interrelated, so UMCOR uses integrated solutions 

to address their root causes. UMCOR seeks to empower local hospitals, schools, churches, and other stakeholders by enhancing 

their capacity to address these issues. 

In 2022 there are over twenty individual international humanitarian initiatives including: flooding in Pakistan, earthquake in the 

Philippines, earthquake in Afghanistan and war in Ukraine.  

Please consider a portion of your monthly contribution in January to support UMCOR International. For further detailed infor-

mation: 

https://umcmission.org/umcor-international-latest-responses/  
 

about:blank

