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The Evolution of Faith 

 
     Students of the Bible and Christian history who take the Whole Bible into consideration, rather than a  
particular verse or set of verses in isolation, won’t take long in having to acknowledge that the Bible some-
times changes it’s mind or disagrees with itself. Here are just a couple of examples: 
     In Deuteronomy 23:3-6 it seems to be clear that Moabites are not to be allowed to dwell among God’s 
people. But then there is the Book of Ruth, who was a Moabite woman, who helped rescue God’s people,  
which certainly challenges the prejudice against Moabites. In that same chapter (check verse 1!) it seems 
clear that eunuchs and foreigners were not to be allowed among God’s people, but then in Acts 8:26-40 
comes the story of the Ethiopian Eunuch. (Did Philip even see that ending coming?) There are other exam-
ples, but I’ll keep it short. The Hebrew scriptures seem to make pretty clear that God and God’s people hat-
ed Samaritans. But then, in John 4 Jesus himself tells a story that shows not all Samaritans were bad. Indeed 
many Samaritans came to believe in Jesus because of the Samaritan woman. 
     So here is what I mean when I say “faith evolves over time.” There was a time when the Bible was used 
to justify slavery and genocide. But our understanding evolved or, if you prefer, changed. Likewise, Leviticus 
says the parents of a defiant and rebellious son should be drag him before the elders of the city to be 
stoned. To death. What? Capital punishment for talking back or not doing your chores? I suppose you could 
try that today, but good luck staying out of jail if you succeed in finding any elders willing to participate.  
Things have changed, or evolved, or use whatever word is more palatable.   
     The concern some will have is that I’m implying “God’s Word” is not trustworthy or reliable. That it is 
somehow flawed. That’s not what I’m saying at all. What I am claiming s flawed and unreliable is our human 
understanding. Yes, our sacred texts were inspired by God. The problem is that God’s speaks we begin to 
distort things to fit our own preconceived notions. Once in human hands our fingerprints start showing up  
all over the place as we bend things out of shape. That’s really not surprising given we ourselves have been 
bent out of shape since the Fall. Why else would it take God nearly 2,000—3,500 or more years to get the 
message through to us? Why would God have to take on human flesh in Jesus in order to become a living 
example of what a faithful life looks like? Why would God need to add the showing to the telling?  
     In Jesus, God became the Living Word. Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection are all God’s final 
attempt to show and tell us that love, grace, mercy, empathy will always have power over death, judge-
ment, forgiveness, and cold heartedness.  
     I believe the Living Word and Truth of God is still with us. Always. Everywhere. But we need maturing 
eyes and ears to hear and see even a glimpse of all that God wants to reveal to us. The story may begin with 
judgement, animosity, intolerance, prejudice, and discrimination, but the Spirit is always seeking to lead 
God’s people to widen the circle of welcome, inclusion, acceptance, and affirmation.  
     So look and listen. God is still speaking, and through some saints, God is still showing us the way.  

           See you on the way, 
Pastor David    
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WORLD THANK OFFERING - THE SEQUEL 

Once again the World Thank Offering will have a monthly focus to count and  

donate.  Anyone can participate.  Look for the donation container on the table under the UMW bulletin 

board or take a World Thank Offering box home to put your donation in.  Have fun and thank you for your 

donations.  We will have a gathering to collect all donations in November. 

                               

                 OCTOBER - $.10 cents for each TV in your household 

                 NOVEMBER - $.10 cents for each lamp in your house 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

It has been about 6 months since our lives changed when Mick lost the use of his legs because 
of an infection in his spine.  God set us on a very different path than we ever expected, but we 
are making our way with the help all of you, our loving church family. 

Like Lake Michigan on a beautiful day, you have sent wave after wave of loving kindness and 
generosity our way.  You sent God’s love to us in so many forms:  through caring notes and 
comments of encouragement, through so many special meals filled with love and nourishment 
for our bodies and souls, by your generous donations to our wheelchair van fund.  Your loving 
gestures also included helping us with necessary changes in our home by assembling new 
equipment, moving boxes and furniture and cleaning after our home modifications were com-
plete.  Most importantly, your thoughts and prayers that most certainly help us each day to make 
good decisions together.  They also help Mick to continue to do the hard work of rehabilitation.  

We are extremely grateful to you all!  You have taught us by example how to be true instruments 
of God’s love.  We look forward to joining you regularly in worship soon when our wheelchair 
van is delivered. 
 

May God bless you all, 

Mick and Barb Pries 

 

Trunk or Treat!  
Sunday, October 27 5:00-6:30 pm 

Join us for a fun outreach event where children from 

our church and local community can trick or treat in a fun safe environment. If you 

would like to volunteer to decorate a table in Faith Hall or sit at a table and pass out 

candy please sign up on the Education bulletin board! We need a lot of volunteers 

to make this event a success. You can also support this event by donating candy. 
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SMALL 

GROUP 

OPPORTUNITY 

Tuesday, Oct 8,  

10:00 am  

Contact Sandy Hayes 

@429-5328 email 

shayes1314@juno.com 

OCTOBER CARD MAKING EVENING CLASS 

The Evening Card Making Class for October will be held on 

Tuesday, October 15 at 6:30pm in Faith Hall.  Please let 

Sandy know if you are coming and if you have any  

questions.  No experience necessary and we would love to 

have you. 

 

You can reach Sandy at 429-5328 or: shayes@juno.com   

                                           Thank you!       

                                           Sandy Hayes 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Fall!!  The school year is underway.  Our preschool programming has begun for the year.  We still have room in both our 

full-time programs as well as our preschool programs.  We also still have spots available in our before and after school program.  

We are a bus stop for all Lakeshore elementary schools.  We enjoy sending our kids off each morning and look forward to their 

return at the end of the day.   

October is a busy month back in the daycare center.  We have picture day, a trip to the pumpkin farm and Halloween parties  

planned.  The rummage sale will also be going on, so we pray for nice weather so our children can get outside.  Our themes this 

month are leaves, safety, community helpers, pumpkins and Halloween.  If you know of a community helper that would like to 

visit the week of October 14, please let Ms. Kristin know.  We will also be hosting a Usborne book fair September 29 through  

October 11.  All orders will be placed online by the buyer.  There will be a small display set-up in faith hall during these two 

weeks.  Stop back and browse.  A portion of every sale comes back to the children’s  center.  Thank you for your continued  

support.  

  

Kristin Marzano 

SUMCC Director 

269-429-1069 

director.sumcc@gmail.com   

SUMCC HAS DAY CARE OPENINGS & JOB  

OPPORTUNITES 

CONTACT KRISTIN MARZANO 

429-1069/director.sumcc@gmail.com 

Just a note to let you all know that 

my days have switched from being 

out of the office from Wednesday 

mornings  to Tuesday mornings.  

Wanda Barclay and Diane Koebel 

will be here on those days to cover 

until I get in.  I will be in the office on Tuesday afternoons.  Thank 

you to Wanda and Diane for helping to fill in for me and to SUMC 

for the flexibility for me to be able to continue to teach music at 

Upton Middle School.  Love my Church Family!       

                                               Sandy Krieg 
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THE 2019 FALL RUMMAGE SALE DATES ARE OCTOBER  

4TH AND 5TH.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS !! 

 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE CHECK LIST 

 October 4th and 5th are the dates for the rummage sale 

 We need fall and winter clothing and any household items, including furniture 

 All donated items should be clean and in good working order 

 Computers, TVs, faxes, and printers will not be accepted. When they don’t sell, we must pay to recycle 

them.  (thanks for your understanding) 

 Clothing may be left on hangars 

 We will accept your donations Monday, September 30th, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. (enter through the back door).   

Place your donations in the alcove or Room 3.   
 Donations will also be accepted on Tuesday, October 1st from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.  (On this date you must 

enter through the kitchen door). Thank you for your donations.  Donation letters will be available, if you want one, during  

these drop-off times. 
 If these drop-off times don’t work for your schedule, please phone Mary at 429-6329.    

 All donations must be received by Wednesday, October 2nd at 9 a.m. 

                                                                        OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

 Volunteer sign-up sheets will be on the opportunities table 

 We need many volunteers 

 Set-up is Wednesday, October 2nd from 9 a.m. to noon and Thursday,  October 3rd from 9 a.m. until 

done. 

 The actual sale is Friday, October 4th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the $5 bag sale is Saturday, October 5th  

from 8 a.m. until noon. 

 Clean-up starts at noon on Saturday, April 27th   Men are especially valued during this time 

 If you use social media, please share with your southwest Michigan friends our church sale dates 

 

 

We are looking forward to a huge, successful sale to generate resources for the UMW’s special projects.  

We thank you in advance for your donations and/or help at the sale.  If you have any questions, please 

contact:  Bette Mallen at 429-8219, Leanne Nitz at 429-8150 or Mary Sundblad at 429-6329. 
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Fall Small Groups 
Trivia at Coach’s:  Join us for trivia and fun 

every other Friday at 5:30 

Dinner Club: Meet at a different persons 

house each week for a devotion and potluck 

style meal (multiple day  options, see the   

education bulletin board for sign up             

Information) 

Walking: Join us for a walk through local 

neighborhoods or inside the church             

depending on the weather Thursdays at 

12:30  

Cardio Drumming: Join us for exercise      

Mondays from 6-6:45. Beginners are          

welcome!  

Book Club: Join us for a monthly book group 

and lunch one Friday per month at 12:00 at 

the church (check the education bulletin 

board for dates and our book title!) 

Kid’s Science Club: Elementary age students 

are welcome to join us for experiments, 

math, and fun Tuesdays 5:30-6:15  

Friday Morning Small Group: Eat snacks and 

participate in discussion every other Friday at 

10:00 based on a DVD study  

 

    October 

Su    Mo   Tu   We   Th   Fr   Sa  

                  1      2      3      4      5       

6     7        8      9      10    11    12    

 14     15   16     17    18    19    

20   21     22   23     24    25    26    

27   28     29   30     31  

Middle School October Series - 

Who was Jesus  

High School October Series -    

Tragedy 

October Events 

11th - Middle School Dance 7:00-9:00 

13th - Breakfast and Bible study  9:30  

19th - Niles Haunted House  6:30 pm 

30th - Movie Night  High School  

 



OCT 3 
Ron Putt 
 
OCT 5 
Sharon Foxworthy 
 
OCT 7 
Ken Green 
Jacob Margherone 
Gerald Weber 
 
OCT 10 
Rodger Bittner 
Carol Bond 
 
OCT 12 
Tadiwanashe Rukunda 
 
OCT 13 
Lucinda Ottusch 
 
OCT 15 
Evelyn Kosten 
Linda Sommers 
 
OCT 16 
David Kauffman 
 
 
 

OCT 19 
Heidi Fodo 
Mary Wright 
 
OCT 20 
Don Baugher 
Mitchell Kauffman 
 
OCT 21 
Ruth Edlefson 
 
OCT 22 
Karen Reynolds 
Alyssa Rosenthal 
Becca Rosenthal 
Chelsea Rosenthal 
 
OCT 23 
Amanda Sleder 
 
OCT 24 
Blake Ivers 
 
OCT 25 
Meg Farrington 
 
OCT 26 
Scott Glenn 
Dennis Rennhack 
Christine Weber 

OCT 27 
Hilary Bell 
 
OCT 29 
Dawn Hetfield 
 
OCT 30 
Melanie Baugher 
 
OCT 31 
Allen Edlefson 
Shirley Ehman 
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GENEROSITY UPDATE 

 
Stevensville United Methodist Church is a generous 

and loving church made up of very generous and loving  
people, all sharing their Prayers,  

Presence, Gifts, Service, & Witness so that together we 
might:  

“BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD’S LOVE” 
 

For the July 1—June 30 Fiscal Year, our ministries need 
support of $30,130 per month in  

gifts from our Members, Friends, and Other sources.  
  

As of Sep 1:  Year to Date Budgeted Needs: $60,260        
 

Gifts & Other Income: $51,180  
 

So that everyone is aware how we are doing in  
supporting our shared ministries, regular updates 
will appear in the Weekly Bulletins and Monthly 
Newsletters.  Detailed reports are posted on the  

Finance Bulletin Board. 
 

Thank You For All You Do To Help Us Live 
Out Our Shared Mission! 

 
Golden Agers Luncheon 

Please join us in Faith Hall on 

Sunday,  October 13th  

following the 11:00 service for 

great food, fun and fellowship. 



United Methodist Women in Mission 

                  UMW Committee of the Month 

United Methodist Women would like to thank Janie Hild, Pat Seifert, 

Angie DeHaven and Bette Mallen for serving on the September 

Committee of the Month.  Your help is appreciated. 
 

At Stevensville United Methodist Church many events are supported 

by the United Methodist Women (UMW).  Each month a group of 

women volunteer for Committee of the Month where they help with 

funeral luncheons and various meals held at church.  This is a vital 

service to our church family and is greatly appreciated.  If you would 

like to be included on the Committee of the Month calendar, please 

contact Myra Thompson @ 428-0201 or email her  

@ tntdetailing@gmail.com 

 

UMW OCTOBER EVENTS       

      KNITTING CIRCLE EVERY THURSDAY @ 2:00 IN THE  LOUNGE 

           
  Oct 1:   7:00pm        UMW Board Meeting in Lounge 
  Oct 2:   9:00am        Rummage Sale Set-Up Faith Hall 
  Oct 3:   9:00am        Rummage Sale Set-Up Faith Hall 
  Oct 4:   9:00am        Rummage Sale until 4pm Faith Hall 
  Oct 4:   9:30am        CWU-Exc. Bd. Mtg. @ Lakeside UMC 
  Oct 5:   8:00am        Rummage Sale $4 Bag Sale until 1:00p 
  Oct 7:   6:00pm        SIF Movie Night “POMS”-Gathering Area 
  Oct 8:   11:30am      Lydia’s Circle Roma Pizza in Bridgman 
  Oct 13: 12:15pm      Golden Agers Luncheon-Faith Hall 
  Oct 26:                    District UMW Annual Conference 
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MISSION FOR OCTOBER 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

The Interact Clubs of Southwest Michigan are comprised of ap-
proximately 300  students from:   

1. St. Joseph High School 

2. Upton Middle School 

3. Lakeshore High School 

4. Lake Michigan Catholic High School 

5. Lake Michigan Catholic Middle School 

6. Bridgman High School 
  

Since 2015, the Interact Clubs of Southwest Michigan have  
traveled to La Romana, Dominican Republic to bring aid to  
impoverished Haitian Immigrants working and living in the sugar 
cane fields. What started out as a focus on bringing clean water to 
the Bateys through bio-sand water filters, has since evolved into 
building stable homes for the immigrant families, otherwise living 
in shacks with tin roofs and dirt floors. Interact Club Members and 
Chaperones personally cover their own travel, food and lodging 
expenses, but the mission cost is covered via fundraising efforts. 
  

In 2018, the Interact Clubs decided to officially adopt Batey 106, 
focusing on the needs in the village of approximately 200. In July of 
2019, 22 Interact Club Members and Chaperones served Batey 
106. The trip is being considered one of the most productive, with 
both Club Members and  
Chaperones digging deeper to learn more about the greater needs 
and opportunities of Batey 106.  
  

In this summer’s trip, students were tasked to find 3 children that 
Interact could sponsor for school. While there, students actually 
learned that NONE of the 123 children in Batey 106 have the 
chance to get a full education. This lack of education, condemns 
these children to a life of manual labor working in the sugar cane 
fields for young men and prostitution for young girls, “sent to the 
city” at age 13 to live with “Uncles.”  

Thank you from your mission team:  Pastor David, Lona Vogie,  
Nicole Tubman, Casey Tubman, Virginia Bedunah, Shirley Cole, 

Wanda Barclay 

                           There’s room for YOU too!! 

 

Thank You for supporting the Missions Ministry of SUMC. 



A Quick Reminder From Your Membership Care Team 

If you or someone you know is ill, in the hospital or nursing home,  
please call Ashlei Horn or Pastor David at the church office.   

If you would like or wish a visit, please let us know.  
We can also bring communion to you.  

 

Please remember to pray for those in service for our country:  

         

We would like to have updated contact information for those that are serving so we can 
send them encouraging messages.  If you have any information please let Ashlei  

Horn know.  Thank you.  education@stevensvilleumc.org or 269-364-8545 
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The Next Feeding America Food Pantry Will Be Here 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 4:00-5:30pm 

Location will be at SUMC Church 

5506 Ridge Road, Stevensville MI  49127 

 

THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped with our Feeding America Food Pantry.  

Thank you  to everyone who donates to make this mission possible.  For the month of September we served 

92 households that included 213 individuals, 81 seniors, 63 children and 16 Veterans.  The ones we served  

expressed gratitude that we were providing this service to those in need in our area.  Please contact Wanda 

Barclay, 429-0967 or Kellie Meyer, 930-3540 if you have any questions or would like to help!   

The Trustees have scheduled a Fall Work Day 

for Saturday October 19, from 9:00am-

12:00noon.  We will be cleaning up the flower 

beds, washing windows and various other 

tasks to get ready for winter.  All help is  

appreciated. 



HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Jo Baugher 

Hannah Baugher-Penrod 

Timmy Dibble 

Amy Durren 

Jack Hardy 

Margie Hardy 

Dianna Hartman 

Shirley Hetfield 

Janet Kilgore 

Larry Klett 

Sherry Kniola 

Mike Melcher 

Grace Park 

Bonnie Parrish 

Tom Parrish 

Mick Pries 

David Rhodes 

Barb Sanford 

Carol Svorec 

Myra Thompson 

Reta Trux 

Judy VanDerAue 

Cam Williams 

Tamara Williams 

Nancy Wilson 

 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Patricia Day 

Donna Dorgelo 

Shirley Ehman 

Norma Ray 

Linda Sommers  

Dan & Sally Streick 

Cleo Ruppel 

 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah—in Liberia 

Delbert & Sandy Groves—in Zambia 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

 Prayers for those in the coastal Carolina’s and Florida area who are being effected by Hurricane Dorian. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace for the family members and friend of Janet Crawford’s, Tammy Jean who past away from cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Renee Putt who broke her arm while biking and is recovering from surgery.   

 Prayers for Rachel Adams and the safe delivery of her baby. 

 Prayers for John Kearney who has cancer and is at Hanson Care Hospice Center. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace for the family of Cleo Ruppel on the death of Chris Ruppel. 

 Prayers for Rick Watkins, close friend of the Hoge family who is at the Henry Ford Hospital from severe complications from  

        Lupus in conjunction with chemotherapy. 

 Prayers of thanks for Nancy Wilson’s recent biopsy results and also for their son Keith’s recent biopsy result for lymphoma that 

came back negative.  Praise be to God! 

 Prayers of comfort for the family & friends of Greg Kaiser who died after a motorcycle accident this week. 

 Prayers of healing from Ann Kauffman for Tammy Zeigert who has been diagnosed with viral meningitis . 

 Prayers of healing & strength for Larry Klett who is having a 10-day IV antibiotic treatment and healing from kidney stone  

        removal. 

 Prayers for Pastor Dave Hasse who will be having back surgery. 

 Prayers for Sherry & Jerry Hunt and family on the death of their niece Jamie Carter who has been battling cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Marilyn Stocking’s cousin Shirley who was in a car accident and has a broken collar bone. 

 Continued prayers for Wendy’s Nielsen’s mom Shirley Richards who was released from the hospital but still has no diagnosis. 

 Prayers for Myra’s sister-in-law Sandy who is at Lakeland and is very ill.  Prayers for good test results. 

 

PRAYER JOYS: 

 Prayers of joy for Rachel Wade’s birthday on Wednesday September 18. 

 Prayers of joy for Margie Hardy’s Birthday on September 15. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving from the Pries’s for all your prayers and the wonderful meals.  Blessings to you all. 

 Prayers of Thanksgiving and Gratitude for this awesome church and our focus on missions.  We had 31 volunteers for the  

        Food Pantry on September 14 that helped to serve our community.  Praise be to God! 

 Prayers of Joy that Claire Hills is feeling better and continues to heal. 
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PRAYERS 



LECTORS 

8:30                      Lona Vogie                        Kathy Sankey                        Rachel Wade                              Karen Pallas                           

11:00                       Janet Crawford                BASIC                                       Pam Lukey                                  BASIC                                       

                   

USHERS                   

8:30                     Tom & Bonnie P.            Sally M./Dick S.                      Mary S./Dianna H.                   Bruce & Leanne N. 

11:00                   Bob & Barb C.                  Mike & Mindi L.                      Marilyn & Ralph S.                  Dubbert Family                                        

                          

ACOLYTES      

8:30                                                               Owen/Shawn Wade               Katie Schuette 

11:00                                                                 Logan Boyle                              Jazi Culbertson 

 

GREETERS 

8:30               Diana Hartman                  Denny & Sherry K.               Ellen Moore                           Bruce & Leanne N.     

11:00                    Char Marko                         Eva Morgan                          Ralph & Marilyn S.               Dave & Peggy T.                                          

 

NURSERY            

                        Nursery Care is Being Covered By Ashlei Horn and Michele Hoge    

HOSPITALITY              

8:30                     Gene & Shirley Harris                                                   

11:00                   Robin Lydic                       Robin Lydic                           Robin Lydic                             Robin Lydic 

                                     

COMMUNION               

8:30                           Lona V./Doug W./Sharon A.            Kathy S./Kathy H./Carolyn Y.    Rachel W./Allyson R./Sandy H.        Jack & Karen P./Ellen M.       

11:00                       Janet C./Bette M./Holly H.                                    

                                                    

SOUND 

8:30                      Bruce Nitz               Charlie Vegter                        Bob Hendley                            Aaron Rennhack                          

11:00                   Doug Weingart                   Bruce Nitz                                Lonna Vogie                            Charlie Vegter                     

 

VISUALS 

8:30                   Nancy Farrington                 Melissa Vegter                       Dick Lukey                            Paget Clark    

11:00                  Nancy Mead                         Preston Jackson                     Maddie Hoge                       Paget Clrak                                              

                                

CHANCEL FLOWERS                         

                               Nancy & Gordon                Dick Stauffer In honor          Mike & Nancy Farrington           Jim & Kathy Culbertson 

  Wilson In Memory            of Sally McWhirter               Celebrating Meg’s 25th                In Memory of Kathy’s  

                                Of Nancy’s Mother                                                             Birthday                                           Brothers Jim & Jerry 

                                And Brother Tom  

                   

                   

                                                             SERVING IN WORSHIP OCTOBER 2019 SCHEDULE 

SERVICE 
OCT 6  OCT 13 
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OCT 20 
 

OCT 27 

 



Stevensville United Methodist Church 

5506 Ridge Road 

Stevensville, MI    49127 

 

Dated Material:   Mailed September,  2019 

   Non-Profit Organization 

  U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Stevensville, Michigan 

Permit 7              

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Submit website information at any time. 

Newsletter articles containing information for 

the following month should be submitted by 

Noon on the 2nd Friday of each month. 

Leave all articles on the secretary’s desk. 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 

via e-mail, please contact the church office at  

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com 

If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter, 

please contact the church office via e-mail or call 

(269) 429-5911.  Thank You! 

 

  

ATTENDANCE ON September 1, 2019 

 Worship Total 10:00am. . . . . . . . . . . . 107  

               

       ATTENDANCE ON September 8, 2019 

      Worship Total  8:00am. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 

      Worship total  11:00am. . . . . . . . . . . . . .116             

                

      ATTENDANCE ON September 15, 2019 

     Worship Total  8:00 am.. . . . . . . . . .  . . . 64 

      Worship total  11:00pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111  

               

      ATTENDANCE ON September 22, 2019 

 Worship Total   8:00am . . . . . . . . . . . . .46 

 Worship Total 11:00am. . . . . . . . . .. . .  93   

           


