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The Fate of the Our Church 
 

     Here are some rather faith-shaking statistics about the Christian Church in the USA. In 2019 an estimated 2.7 million 

members of churches will stop attending. They won’t move to another church, they’ll just give up on church. In addition 

many more will depart for heaven. For this and other reasons, during 2019 an estimated 4,000 churches will close their 

doors—permanently. Just pause and think about that for a moment. If you’ve been concerned about the declining 

membership and attendance here at SUMC, you now know we are very far from being alone.  

     There is some good news. Hundreds of churches are finding ways to turn the tide, and hundreds more new churches 

will be planted. Neither will have huge impact on the downward trends, but there is one thing that both new churches 

and revitalized churches have in common which can help us, IF we are willing. New churches don’t have to overcome 

their history in order to change how they function and do ministry as a church, and revitalized churches were ready and 

willing to let go of anything necessary (except the Gospel) to change how they do ministry to ensure their future.  

      So, in the life of SUMC, what might we need to be change, or let go, because it no longer serves our primary mission 

of making disciples of Jesus Christ? Are there particular programs or ways we do things that are no longer helpful?  

Are there places we been have operating on “auto-pilot,” just doing things the way they’ve always done them, even in 

the face of evidence that they help sustain or grow the church? Are we really passionate about being in ministry with 

and for Jesus? If you’d prefer not to think about, let alone participate in having to think about things it is quite under-

standable, and you are not alone, because change is hard work. Another sad fact? 90% of people who are told by their 

doctor that they must change their lifestyle or die prematurely, sadly take the easier and ultimately shorter path.   

     But we aren’t talking about people’s lives, we are talking about the life of our church. Over the past year lay leaders 

in the church have been wrestling with where we are and where we believe God wants us to be. Collectively we spent 

over one hundred hours trying to focus on what we can do first to reverse the downward trends in membership and 

attendance. In December we adopted an addition to our Vision and Mission statement. It isn’t perfect, but we hope it 

helps us focus on a forward course that will improve our odds of surviving the deep decline in church commitment that 

started happening in our nation and community in the 1980’s. Here are the four key areas we believe need critical 

focus and work as we seek to continue “making disciples of Jesus” by “being an instrument of God’s love”: 

     Welcoming All People Into a Caring Christian Community—by truly accepting all people into the church as we focus 

on the areas of Hospitality and Outreach.          

     Growing Together in Faith and Discipleship—by trying new ways of designing Worship and our Christian Formation 

opportunities (classes/small groups) that are not only meaningful but relevant to people’s daily lives.   

     Living Out Christ’s Compassion in Word and Action—by focusing on loving God, one another, our local neighbors 

and the neighborhoods through local Missions and Service.  

     Serving and Witnessing to the Wider Community—by expanding our efforts to not only invite others into our faith 

community, but by continuing to care for all our members and friends as well as the community at large.  

      Finally, we need focused and unceasing prayers for our Church, our Staff, and all our members and constituents.   
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The Annual Campaign 

“Committing To Our Vision & Mission Priorities”  

     When most of us hear the words Mission or Missions we probably tend to think of other ministries that our church 
supports through our giving of time and money. We do have a long history of strong support for missionaries, mission 
trips, feeding people here and abroad, and a multitude of other programs both here in Berrien County and around 
the world.  
     However, in “Committing to Our Vision and Mission Priorities” for our Annual Stewardship Campaign we are  
seeking to focus on the primary mission to which Jesus called the emerging church in his time, and all Christians ever 
since: To fulfill the Great Commission, which is found in Matthew 28:16-20. Just before he ascends back to the  
Father, Jesus says to his disciples: 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  

and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
 And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

     What was true for the disciples of Jesus then, is still true for disciples of Jesus today: The highest missional priority 
of any church is to make disciples, build them up, and lead them in making more disciples. That is the first mission to 
which we are called as a community of faith, and it should be the center-point of everything we seek to do. It is our 
main missional mandate, or as Steven Covey puts it: 
 

“The Main Thing is to Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing” 
 

     Everything we do as a church should ultimately help us to fulfill our main mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

     During the month of May we will be conducting our Annual Stewardship Campaign in which we are asking our 
members and friends to renew their commitments to support SUMC through our “prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness” so that we can continue to move forward together in faith to fulfill the Great Commission. Worship and 
small group conversations have been planned around Four Areas of Focus in our revised Vision/Mission Statement, 
which you hopefully are already aware of through an email sent out on April 24th. 
 

     Here is what is planned for worship in May, along with the Key Question small groups will be discussing beginning 
the week before each Sunday in May, so that we might get some feedback to share the following Sunday:  
  

     April 28 Key Discussion Question: 
          What could SUMC do, or do better, to help us welcome all people into a caring Christian community? 
 

     May 5th Worship/Message: 
          “From Abraham’s Tent to Jesus’ Table:  Practicing Biblical Hospitality” Gen. 1:18-33 / Matt. 14:13-21 
     May 5th Key Discussion Question:  
          What could SUMC do, or do better, to help us grow together in faith and discipleship?  
   

        May 12th Worship/Message:  
          “Of Towers & Kings: Counting the Cost of Discipleship” Luke 14:25-33 /  Acts 1:4-8 
     May 12th Key Discussion Question:  
          What could SUMC do, or do better, to live out Christ’s compassion in word and action? 
  

     May 19th Worship/Message:   
          “More Than A Word: Living a Life of Compassion” Colossians 3:12-17 / Matt. 20:29-34 

     May 19th Key Discussion Question:  
          What could SUMC do, or do better, to serve and witness to the wider community?            
 

     May 26th Worship/Message:    
          “Therefore Go: Fulfilling the Great Commission”  Matthew 28:16-20 / Romans 10:11-15 

 

Following Worship on May 26th we will be gathering in Faith Hall at 11:15 for an All Church Potluck. Yum!! 
We are hoping everyone will join together as a family of faith to have food, fellowship, and even some fun. 
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PLEASE  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

You won’t want to miss this opportunity!!! 

It’s … SPRING WORK DAY!!! 

Saturday, May 18th 9 am – Noon 

It’s time to give our church a good cleaning and needed facelift  

and we need YOUR help! 

Twice a year the Trustees of the church host a time to come and help spruce up our church.  

Some of the items that need to be done this spring are:  Cleaning out flower beds, Trimming 

bushes,  Scraping and Painting the exterior Sanctuary windows, Clean junk pile from behind 

the pole barn, Clean the pond area, Clean Memorial Garden area, and Wash windows in 

church.  Anything else you have noticed – please let us know!  This year the Trustees also are giving an opportunity to help 

with the “facelift” even if you can’t come on May 18th.  Watch for a “We Need Your Help” board to be placed in the concourse 

the early part of May.  The board will have some of the items listed that need to be done around our church.  If you can’t 

come on the 18th but would be willing to do one of the projects, you can sign up for the job you would like to complete and 

work on it anytime during the month on May. Everyone’s help, young and old and in between, is welcome!  Please plan to 

help us with this important mission for our church!! 

 

     After discussion with the Worship Team and the Administrative 

Council, it has been decided that we will move to having only one 

worship service during the summer weeks, May 26 thru September 

1, 2019.  It was further decided that this service would start at 

10:00am. This time was chosen to allow Ashlei to complete her  

responsibilities at Bridgman Faith UMC and then get back to SUMC 

before the end of our service. This will allow her to have interaction 

with our own congregation on a weekly basis.   

     This change will also provide the opportunity for our 8:30am and 

11:00am members to worship together, become acquainted, or  

re-acquainted with each other, and have fellowship time together. It 

will also be a better use of our resources for the summer weeks.   

     If you have any questions about this change, please don’t hesitate 

to contact anyone on the Worship Team:  Sandy Hayes, Renee Putt, 

Ron Putt, Kellie Meyer, Nancy Farrington, Lona Vogie, Dick Lukey, 

David Hills.  Thank you! 

SMALL 

GROUP 

OPPORTUNITY 

Tuesday, May 14  

10:00 am  

Contact Sandy Hayes 

@429-5328 email 

shayes1314@juno.com 

EVENING GREETING CARD CLASS 

I have been approached by several individuals asking 

whether we could have an evening card making class.  I 

realize that the current time we have once a month 

Tuesday mornings is not possible for many of you and I 

would be happy to also offer an evening class once a 

quarter it there is an interest.  Please contact me and 

let me know if you are interested in an evening class 

and what would be the most convenient day and time 

for you to attend.  My contact information is: 

shayes1314@juno.com; cell phone 269-449-3953 or 

home phone 269-429-5328   Thank you!  Sandy 
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Dear SUMC Family, 

I know that I can’t have a whole page of the news letter for my 

thank you so I will have to be brief.  But how can I be brief 

when there are so many people to thank for helping while I 

have been recovering from my illness?  First of all, Thank You 

to the group of church friends that came to the house to set-up 

a recliner that was lent to me by a church member.  What a 

blessing that was.  Many thanks for the casserole and soup 

that made our meal planning so much easier and for the people 

that brought meals to the house.  All of this was so much  

appreciated.  It was so thoughtful of friends and Pastor David 

who came to visit while I was in the hospital and rehab and for 

all the gifts that were brought.  Thank You to the Sisters In 

Faith for the Easter basket that they brought to me with an  

assortment of useful items and snacks.  A big THANK YOU to 

everyone for everything!!  How blessed am I.  Gordon says 

Thank You too for making his life a little easier.  He also appreciated everything from our thoughtful  

church family.  Thanks to you all. 

                  In Love and Peace, Nancy Wilson 

WORLD THANK OFFERING - THE SEQUEL 

Once again the World Thank Offering will have a monthly focus to count and  

donate.  Anyone can participate.  Look for the donation container on the table under the UMW bulletin 

board or take a World Thank Offering box home to put your donation in.  Have fun and thank you for your 

donations.  We will have a gathering to collect all donations in November. 

                               

                MAY - $.25 per bike in your family 

                JUNE - $1.00 for each vehicle in your household 

                JULY - A penny for each year of your life 

                AUGUST - $.10 for each mirror in your house 

                                                                            SEPTEMBER - Add up your house number and donate that 

                                                                                                     (example:  1339 = $.16 cents) 

                                                                            OCTOBER - $.10 cents for each TV in your household 

                                                                            NOVEMBER - $.10 cents for each lamp in your house 

2019 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP AVAILABLE 

The 2019 Altar Flower sign-up sheet is now  

available for you to sign-up at the opportunities table.  Cost 

is $37.10 (including tax).  H&J Florist will bill you directly.  

PLEASE leave the gold vase 

 inserts at the church.  Needing to fill slots in July and  

August.  Thank you! 

Dear SUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for all of your prayers, cards, visits and calls. 

Also for the food Pastor David brought from the freezer!  You  

just heal faster and better with such a caring church family. 

Blessings to you all! 

          Sharon & Don Alsbro 
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MAY  YOUTH  SCHEDULES 

HIGH SCHOOL:              Youth Group  5/1, 5/8, 5/15, 5/22 

MIDDLE SCHOOL:         Youth Group  5/5, 5/12, 5/19, 5/26 

EVENTS:                          5/10 High School Lunch  

 

Jesse Robbins 

saves6363@gmail.com 

(234)557-7226 

 



May 1 
Taurai Rukunda 
 
May 2  
Jack Hardy 
Marcia Williams 
 
May 3 
Logan Boyle 
 
May 4 
Sandi Brueck 
 
May 5 
Charlotte Hoge 
Preston Jackson 
 
May 7 
Heather Boyle 
 
May 8 
Barb Bittner 
Jan Johnson 
 
May 10 
Paget Clark 
Nancy Poelker 
 
May 11 
Joy Kempic 

May 13 
Carson Rigler 
 
May 16 
Max Allen Jr. 
Jon Sleder 
 
May 17 
Frank Melcher 
 
May 18 
Rhonda Rennhack 
 
May 19 
Charlie Vegter 
 
May 20 
Don Alsbro 
Sherry Kniola 
Janice Koebel 
 
May 22 
David Topping 
 
May 23 
Larry Klett 
Douglas Weingart 
 
 
 

May 24 
Davison Brown 
Sandy Hayes 
 
May 25 
Scott DeHaven 
 
May 27 
Jeffrey Sankey 
 
May 28 
Eric Dubbert 
Andrew Menke 
 
May 29 
Kyle DeForest 
 
May 30 
Mary Slavicek 
 
May 31 
Dick Shaffer 
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GENEROSITY UPDATE 

 
Stevensville United Methodist Church is a generous and 

loving church made up of very generous and loving  
people, all sharing their Prayers,  

Presence, Gifts, Service, & Witness so that together we 
might:  

“BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD’S LOVE” 
 

For the July 1—June 30 Fiscal Year, our ministries need 
support of $29,729 per month in  

gifts from our Members, Friends, and Other sources.  
  

As of April 1:  Year to Date Budgeted Needs: $267,561        
 

Gifts & Other Income: $255,247  
 

So that everyone is aware how we are doing in  
supporting our shared ministries, regular updates 
will appear in the Weekly Bulletins and Monthly 
Newsletters.  Detailed reports are posted on the  

Finance Bulletin Board. 
 

Thank You For All You Do To Help Us Live 
Out Our Shared Mission! 

BLOSSOMLAND 40TH CROP HUNGER WALK 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 

1:30 Registration, 2:15 Walk 

First Congregational Church, 2001 Niles Avenue 

St. Joseph, MI   

We are celebrating our 40th CROP Hunger Walk!  The theme is 

40 years, 4 miles, 4 Hunger!    This is such a good way to help 

your community and have fun at the same time.  You can  

donate to a walker or be a walker.  You can collect money for 

the walk and NOT walk.  Please contact Carolyn Yoder,  

429-3030 or Paget Clark 269-491-0451 for more information.  

Local recipients include:  Benton Harbor Street Ministries;  

Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen; Bread of Heaven Food Pantry, 

Berrien Springs; Catholic Community Center, Fairplain food 

Bank, and the Salvation Army. 

 

 



United Methodist Women in Mission 

                  UMW Committee of the Month 

United Methodist Women would like to thank Sharon Foxworthy, 

Mary Sundblad, Rhonda Rennhack, and Dianna Hartman for serving 

on the April Committee of the Month.  Your help is appreciated. 
 

At Stevensville United Methodist Church many events are supported 

by the United Methodist Women (UMW).  Each month a group of 

women volunteer for Committee of the Month where they help with 

funeral luncheons and various meals held at church.  This is a vital 

service to our church family and is greatly appreciated.  If you would 

like to be included on the Committee of the Month calendar, please 

contact Myra Thompson @ 428-0201 or email her  

@ tntdetailing@gmail.com 

 

UMW MAY EVENTS       

    KNITTING CIRCLE EVERY THURSDAY @ 2:00 IN THE LOUNGE   

 
           
  May 3:    11am-1pm     CWU Bible Study/May Friendship 
     Day Luncheon & Program @ AME 
  May 7:      7:00pm        UMW Board Meeting In Lounge  
  May 13:   12:00pm        SIF-Linton Garden Center, Elkhart 
     Hostess:  Mary Shaffer  
  May 14:    11:30am       Lydia Circle @ Lydia’s in Bridgman 
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MISSIONS FOR MAY 

THE EMPHASIS MISSION FOR MAY IS: EDUCATION 

The mission focus for the month of May will go 

towards education such as the Bridge Academy 

which helps people obtain GED’s through the 

United Way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you from your mission team:  Pastor David, Lona Vogie,  

Nicole Tubman, Casey Tubman, Virginia Bedunah, Shirley Cole, 

Wanda Barclay 

                           There’s room for YOU too!! 

 

Thank You for supporting the Missions Ministry of SUMC. 

 

For May Sisters In Faith we will be  

visiting Linton’s Enchanted Garden in  

Elkhart.  We will be going on Monday, 

May 13, leaving the church promptly at 

12:00 noon.  Once there, we’ll be having 

lunch and then a tour of the Gardens on 

your own with moderate walking  

involved.  A sign up sheet will be on the 

UMW bulletin board beginning April 21st.  RSVP is necessary 

for the lunch reservation.  The sign up sheet will list vacancies 

for the church van.  You can also drive yourselves by following 

the van.  Lunch is on your own and we’re asking $2 each for 

those riding in the van to cover the expense for gas.  Any  

questions, contact Mary Shaffer at 465-3050.  

We will meet this month at  

Lydia’s in Bridgman 

9804 Red Arrow Hwy 

Bridgman, MI 49106 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Come join us for a fun-filled night of card 

     games, board games, sandwiches,  

     fellowship and jocularity on  

     Friday, May 17 from 6:30pm-9:00pm in  

     Faith Hall at SUMC 

 

To sign up, complete our online form: 

http://tinyurl.com/y5gtno5b or contact 

Monique Yoder via email 

(monique.yoder@gmail.com) or phone 

(259) 769-6284 



A Quick Reminder From Your Membership Care Team 

If you or someone you know is ill, in the hospital or nursing home,  
please call Ashlei Horn or Pastor David at the church office.   

If you would like or wish a visit, please let us know.  
We can also bring communion to you.  

 

Please remember to pray for those in service for our country:  

         

We would like to have updated contact information for those that are serving so we can 
send them encouraging messages.  If you have any information please let Ashlei  

Horn know.  Thank you.  education@stevensvilleumc.org or 269-364-8545 
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The Next Feeding America Food Pantry Will Be Here 

Wednesday, May 15, 4:00-6:00pm 

Location will be at SUMC Church 

5506 Ridge Road, Stevensville MI  49127 

 

THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped with our Feeding America Food Pantry.  

Thank you  to everyone who donates to make this mission possible.  For the month of April we served 69 

individuals that included 197 family.  The ones we served expressed gratitude that we were providing this 

service to those in need in our area.  Please contact Wanda Barclay, 429-0967 or Kellie Meyer, 930-3540 if 

you have any questions or would like to help!   



HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Dean Amelung  

Jo Baugher 

Hannah Baugher-Penrod 

Timmy Dibble 

Joan Durren 

Jack Hardy 

Margie Hardy 

Dianna Hartman 

Shirley Hetfield 

Joyce Hudak 

Janet Kilgore 

Larry Klett 

Sherry Kniola 

Mike Melcher 

Grace Park 

Bonnie Parrish 

Mick Pries 

David Rhodes 

Barb Sanford 

Carol Svorec 

Myra Thompson 

Judy VanDerAue 

Cam Williams 

Tamara Williams 

Nancy Wilson 

 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Patricia Day 

Donna Dorgelo 

Shirley Ehman 

Jessie Leiser 

Norma Ray 

Linda Sommers  

Dan & Sally Streick 

Cleo Ruppel 

 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah—in Liberia 

Delbert & Sandy Groves—in Zambia 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

 Prayers for Kathy Culbertson’s friend Lisa who is troubled with family problems. 

 Continued prayers of healing for Jazi’s grandma Christina from hip surgery. 

 Prayers for Lucinda Ottusch’s Aunt Jeannette and family as she enters into her final days with Hospice. 

 Prayers of comfort for Sherry & Jerry Hunt on the loss of their Sister-in-law Kathy Hunt.  Prayers of strength for  

         Kathy’s son’s Dan and Joe as they go through this difficult time. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace for Melissa Rescoe’s mother who has cancer and has declined treatments.  

 Prayers of healing for Tom Wolf who had a heart attack in Florida and had surgery.   

 Prayers for Hope Taylor’s mother who has a brain tumor and is not doing well. 

 Prayers of continued healing for Joyce Hudak who is recovering from shoulder surgery and still having a lot of pain.  

 Prayers of comfort and peace for the family of Jackie Hammond who passed away Friday, April 19. 

 Prayers for Luke Ivers on passing his PT certification this week and also for his wedding to Paige on Friday. 

 Prayers for Shirley Cole’s Stepdad Seymore Pallack who fell and cracked his hip. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace for Dean Amelung who has entered into Hospice care. 

  

 

 

PRAYER JOYS: 

 Prayers of joy for Allyson Rigler’s Birthday on March 31. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving from Jerry Hunt to our amazing church family for their help, cards, caring and especially all 

the prayers to help me heal. 
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PRAYERS 



LECTORS 

8:30                     Monique Yoder  Kathy Sankey       Rachel Wade                                  Pam Lukey 

11:00                  Heather Boyle                 BASIC                                          Pam Lukey 

                                                                 

USHERS               

8:30                        Sally M./Dick S.                 Dianna H./Mary S.                  Lona V./Preston & Veronica         Mike & Mindi Logan 

11:00                   Bob & Barb Clark              Dubbert Family                        Rosenthal Family  

 

ACOLYTES      

8:30                 Owen & Shawn W.     Katie Schuette                

11:00               Logan Boyle                 Jazi Culbertsson/Jada Fulgham                             

 

GREETERS 

8:30                 Tom & Bonnie Parrish          Lona Vogie                                 Carolyn Yoder                              Don & Sharon Alsbro          

11:00             Dianna Hartman                   Lyndon & Elnora Holmes        Preston & Veronica J.                                   

 

NURSERY            

                        Nursery Care is Being Covered By Ashlei Horn and Michele Hoge    

HOSPITALITY              

8:30                                Gene & Shirley Harris 

11:00              Renee Putt    Renee Putt        Renee Putt                                    Renee Putt                             

 

COMMUNION               

8:30                     Monique Y./Carolyn Y./Kathy H.        Kathy S./Sharon A./Lona V.               Rachel W./Sandy H./Allyson R.               Doug W./Holly H./Virginia B.                                                  

11:00             Janet C./Barb P./Bette M. 

                         

SOUND 

8:30                Bruce Nitz                                   Charlie Vegter                           Bob Hendley                                Aaron Rennhack                    

11:00              Doug Weingart                          Dick Lukey                                  Lona Vogie                                                                 

 

VISUALS 

8:30              Barb Pries                                    Melissa Vegter                          Dick Lukey                                    Paget Clark                           

11:00            Nancy Mead                               Becca/Chelsea Rosenthal        Maddie Hoge                                        

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS                         

                            

                        Gordon & Nancy Wilson           Sandy Hayes In Honor of            Dick Stauffer In Honor           Claire Hills In Honor of  

                        In Honor of Their 61st               Carson Rigler’s Birthday             of My Daughter Amy &         Our 39th Wedding  

         Anniversary                                              My son David                          Anniversary 

 

MAY 5 

                                                                SERVING IN WORSHIP MAY 2019 SCHEDULE 

SERVICE 
MAY 12  MAY 19 
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MAY 26 

Summer Schedule Begins 

10:00 am only 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Submit website information at any time. 

Newsletter articles containing information for 

the following month should be submitted by 

Noon on the 2nd Friday of each month. 

Leave all articles on the secretary’s desk. 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 

via e-mail, please contact the church office at  

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com 

If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter, 

please contact the church office via e-mail or call 

(269) 429-5911.  Thank You! 

 

  ATTENDANCE ON March 31, 2019 

Worship Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

                8:30 Service. . . . . . . . . . .  .  . . .46 

              11:00 Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  78 

 

      ATTENDANCE ON April 7, 2019 

     Worship Total. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164 

                 8:30 Service. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 59 

               11:00 Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

 

      ATTENDANCE ON April 14, 2019 

       Worship Total. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 214  

                8:30  Service. . . . . . . . . . . . .    89   

               11:00 Service. . . . . . . .   . . . .  125    

      

      ATTENDANCE ON April 21, 2019 

     Worship Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351.  

          8:30  Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136  

             11:00  Service.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .215   

  


