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Living & Loving in Liminal Space 
 

“Your assumptions are your windows on the world. Scrub them off every once in a while, or the light won't come in.”  - Isaac Asimov 

     At some point early in my tenure as Pastor at SUMC, either through a sermon or newsletter article, I talked about “liminal space” 

The word “liminal” comes from the Latin word “limen” which means “threshold.” It marks the space between one place or time and 

the next. The most precise and succinct definition I have found over the years is this one: “A liminal space is the time between the 

‘what was’ and the ‘what will be.’ It is a place of transition, waiting, and not knowing.” I would also add that it is often a time and 

space where anxiety rises because we lose the security of “what was” while not knowing with certainty the “what will be.” 

     It’s fairly easy to identify larger examples of liminal times and spaces, like the time from the beginning of the Great Depression 

until the economy rebounded. I’m writing this column on the 75th anniversary of D-Day, a threshold moment in WWII. The “what 

was” of the growing Nazi menace had to be confronted, but anxiety was high because the “what would be” couldn’t yet be known. 

D-Day eventually led to an Allied victory and relative peace, but not before thousands gave their lives so that the “what was” of a 

growing horror “would not be” in the future. To go one step further, there is also truth to the idea that all of our life in this world—

from beginning to end—is liminal time and space. For each of us, yesterday “was,” tomorrow “will be” and today is the threshold or 

liminal space in between. That space may be a bit more predicable for us, but we can never have 100% certainty about tomorrow.    

     So what is the point in regard to our faith as Christians? Globally, nationally, and locally the United Methodist Church is in a  

highly charged liminal time. The 2019 General Conference not only reaffirmed the UMC’s 40+ year position on the less than full 

inclusion of LGBT+ persons in the life of our denomination, but added enhanced provisions for enforcement of those limitations. 

The vote was close, but by a 4% margin the global UMC reaffirmed the position that “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible 

with Christian teaching.” In this case the “what had been” was reaffirmed and even reinforced, and for many there was hope that 

was the end of the matter. The problem with that thinking is that in our denomination and in our faith life we are never “done.”  

     Our Book of Discipline calls for a General Conference every four years, and every four years any member of the UMC can submit 

legislation to change the Book of Discipline. To believe that at the next regular session of General Conference the issue of the full 

inclusion LGBT+  persons won’t be raised again would be akin to saying “the sun won’t rise tomorrow.” This time the liminal space 

and time between General Conference sessions won’t be four years, but one. What “has been” will continue until then, but what 

“will be” is still an unknown, especially given that roughly 70% of members of the UMC in the USA still want to change our position. 

      The struggle to live and love faithfully is not something that resides only within denominations, but within our church and with-

in our own spiritual lives. Like it or not, we will need to be ready to struggle with this issue together. I have no illusions it will be 

neat, tidy, or easy. But I do hope that our relationships with one another will help us navigate our way into the “what will be” with 

the love and grace we share as brothers in sisters in Christ. To do that well, I know that as a leader I have to find ways to create safe 

spaces in our midst where we can talk without devolving into questioning one another’s faithfulness. We are always in “liminal 

times” as a congregation and people, and even in the Christian Church itself, because God, through the Spirit, is still speaking to us.   

     Liminal times and spaces are rarely comfortable for those who do not like change. But there can be a hidden beauty in such 

times. By it’s very nature, our “unknowing” in such moments and spaces invites us to open ourselves more fully to the Spirit as we 

question, wonder, and seek God together. As we do so we should listen individually and collectively for the voice of Jesus, who was 

always paying more attention to the excluded and marginalized, the one sheep rather than the 99, the marginalized rather than the 

majority. Even when we differ in our  opinions, may we seek to do our very best to reflect Jesus to one another, modeling mutual 

love and understanding as the Spirit leads us as disciples, congregation, and denomination that re-presents Christ in the world.         

           Peace and blessings, Pastor David
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2019 Fair Booth  

 

It is time again to be preparing for this year’s SUMC Fair Booth activities.  Actually, your 

fair booth committee has been working since shortly after we closed up last season.  We 

have made a few changes to try to improve our service and our work flow.  One of the 

changes relates to our breakfast menu.  Since our breakfast items have been so popular, we 

have decided to have them available until noon this year.  That means that we will over-lap 

the breakfast and lunch/dinner menus.  We have changed the work schedule to accommo-

date this change and are hoping that it will help things run smoothly.  This also means that 

we have shifts that are different in length.  So, if you like to work the breakfast time but 

getting up to be there at 6:00 a.m. is too early for you, there is a shift that will start at 8:00 

a.m.  We are going to be painting the inside of the booth, both the walls and the floor and as 

Mindi said in the SCOOP video, we will have a new counter in the front that should be a 

better height, therefore causing less back strain.    The sign up for work shift and shift lead-

ers will start the end of June and will again be an on-line process.  Here is the link to sign 

up: https://signup.com/go/rZpXCbU.   But, if you are not comfortable doing this on your 

own, there will be someone available after church each Sunday to help get you signed up.   

We encourage you to bring a friend or maybe sign up as a group.  We are also going to have 

super great t-shirts for all of us to wear that will help advertise our church and our church 

booth.  If you sign up on-line, make sure that you also include your t-shirt size.  Thanks in 

advance for all of you who volunteer to help with this activity.  It has been a mission of our 

church for over 50 years and we want to continue our presence at the fair.  

 

Your Fair Booth Committee 

Robin, Mindi, David and Sandy  

https://signup.com/go/rZpXCbU
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  GATHERING AT THE POND 

Come and join us on July 20th (Saturday evening) and August 25th (Sunday evening) for an evening of a 

camp fire, camp songs, devotions and SMORES!   We will start our activities at 7:00 p.m. and the singing 

and devotions will be completed in around 30 minutes.  Then, we can all stay as long as we want and 

make SMORES and share fellowship. We are hoping for great weather and a great turn out, so  please  

invite your friends and neighbors.  Bring your own lawn chairs and a skewer or stick so that you can roast 

your marshmallows.  All of the supplies will be provided for the SMORES.  Hope to see you there! 

                                                                            

                                                                 Sponsored by the Worship Team 

 

 

SMALL 

GROUP 

OPPORTUNITY 

Tuesday, July 9  

10:00 am  

Contact Sandy Hayes 

@429-5328 email 

shayes1314@juno.com 

EVENING  CARD MAKING CLASS 

We have decided to hold an evening card making class 

on the third Tuesday of the month from 6:30pm-

8:30pm during the months of July and August.  We will 

then decide after the summer months whether we 

want to continue monthly or go to a quarterly meeting.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!!!!  No experience  

necessary, just the desire.  It would be great if you 

would let me know if you plan on coming so I can have 

plenty of supplies.  We will meet on July 16, and  

August 20.   Thank you and hope you will decide to join 

us and please let me know if you have any  

questions.                         

                                              Sandy Hayes 
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WORLD THANK OFFERING - THE SEQUEL 

Once again the World Thank Offering will have a monthly focus to count and  

donate.  Anyone can participate.  Look for the donation container on the table under the UMW bulletin 

board or take a World Thank Offering box home to put your donation in.  Have fun and thank you for your 

donations.  We will have a gathering to collect all donations in November. 

                               

                JULY - A penny for each year of your life 

                AUGUST - $.10 for each mirror in your house 

                SEPTEMBER - Add up your house number and donate that 

                (example:  1339 = $.16 cents) 

                                                                            OCTOBER - $.10 cents for each TV in your household 

                                                                            NOVEMBER - $.10 cents for each lamp in your house 

 

2019 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP AVAILABLE 

The 2019 Altar Flower sign-up sheet is now  

available for you to sign-up at the opportunities table.  Cost 

is $37.10 (including tax).  H&J Florist will bill you directly.  

PLEASE leave the gold vase 

 inserts at the church.  Needing to fill slots for August 25, 

September 15 & 22.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

SING WITH US  

    On the Fourth Sunday  

of each Month!  
 
 

                                                                           

July 28  -  August 25  

Arrive at 9:15am on Sunday morning to learn the song 

We will sing for the 10am worship service 

There is no obligation- sing once, twice or all three Sundays 

If you know of someone who might enjoy singing, invite them to come with you!  

See Kellie Meyer of Nancy Farrington  for more info! 
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Jesse Robbins 

saves6363@gmail.com 

(234)557-7226 

 

Register your child today at:  https://vbspro.events/p/events/8eb3cc  

Volunteer sign up is on the Education Bulletin Board. 

Questions? See Ashlei! 



July 1 
John Kauffman III 
Michelle Tuller 
Debra Weber 
 
July 2 
Paul Nielsen 
Nancy Wilson 
 
July 3 
Claire Hills 
 
July 6 
Thomas Andert 
Jami Rosenthal 
 
July 7 
Daniel Putt 
 
July 9 
Mary Ellen Trollinger 
Julie Yoder Elmore 
 
July 10 
Milt Zoschke 
 
July 11 
Gerrit Marshall 
 
 

July 12 
Jennifer Weingart 
 
July 14 
Steven Rigler 
Jesse Robbins 
Betty Roth 
 
July 15 
Ryan Rush 
 
July 16 
Willard Bailey 
 
July 17 
Bret Wamhoff 
 
July 20 
Lyndon Holmes 
Kendra Schuette 
 
July 22 
Connie Meacham 
 
July 24 
Jennifer Kosten 
Eric Mallen 
Lauren Vegter 
 
 

July 25 
Diane Koebel 
 
July 26 
Mahahla Harris 
Mylah Harris 
 
July 27 
Kevin Kosten 
 
July 31 
Cherie Sonnenberg 
Caroline Tubman 
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GENEROSITY UPDATE 

 
Stevensville United Methodist Church is a generous and 

loving church made up of very generous and loving  
people, all sharing their Prayers,  

Presence, Gifts, Service, & Witness so that together we 
might:  

“BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD’S LOVE” 
 

For the July 1—June 30 Fiscal Year, our ministries need 
support of $29,729 per month in  

gifts from our Members, Friends, and Other sources.  
  

As of June 1:  Year to Date Budgeted Needs: $327,019        
 

Gifts & Other Income: $306,700  
 

So that everyone is aware how we are doing in  
supporting our shared ministries, regular updates 
will appear in the Weekly Bulletins and Monthly 
Newsletters.  Detailed reports are posted on the  

Finance Bulletin Board. 
 

Thank You For All You Do To Help Us Live 
Out Our Shared Mission! 

Copies of the 2019 SUMC Church Directory have been placed 

on the Opportunities Table in the hallway.  Please le me know 

if you have any questions or need anything updated in your  

information.  Thank you! 

                                                   Sandy 



United Methodist Women in Mission 

                  UMW Committee of the Month 

United Methodist Women would like to thank Sharon Alsboro, 

Shirley Cole, Dianna Hartman and Judy VanderAue for serving on the 

June Committee of the Month.  Your help is appreciated. 
 

At Stevensville United Methodist Church many events are supported 

by the United Methodist Women (UMW).  Each month a group of 

women volunteer for Committee of the Month where they help with 

funeral luncheons and various meals held at church.  This is a vital 

service to our church family and is greatly appreciated.  If you would 

like to be included on the Committee of the Month calendar, please 

contact Myra Thompson @ 428-0201 or email her  

@ tntdetailing@gmail.com 

 

UMW JULY EVENTS       

     NO KNITTING CIRLE IN JULY 
NO UMW BOARD MEETING IN JULY 

           
  July    2:   7:00pm       UMW Board Meeting in Lounge 
  July  10:  12:00pm       Lydia Circle Brown Bag Concert-SJ 
  July  10:  12:00pm       SIF Brown Bag Concert in St. Joe  
  July  10-13              District UMW Mission @ Albion  
    College 
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MISSIONS FOR JULY 

SUMC Emergency Fund 

  

   The mission offerings given this month will be  
   Transferred to the Emergency Fund which helps  

   people in the community avoid gas, electric,  
   or water shut offs, eviction, and on occasion 
help for those who are traveling I-94 and have 

auto issues.  
   In the 2018 calendar year, $3,483.58 was  
disbursed to help 45 families for an average 

amount of $77.41.  The current balance in the 
Emergency fund is $373.66.  

   Pastor David is in charge of determining how 
these funds are used. If you have questions feel 

free to speak with him. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you from your mission team:  Pastor David, Lona Vogie,  

Nicole Tubman, Casey Tubman, Virginia Bedunah, Shirley Cole, 

Wanda Barclay 

                           There’s room for YOU too!! 

 

Thank You for supporting the Missions Ministry of SUMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sisters-In-Faith and Lydia’s Circle will be going to the Brown Bag 

Concert at noon at the Band Shell in St. Joe on July 10.  Bring 

your own lunch and go for ice cream afterwards.  Louise 

Boelcke & Shirley Cole are your hostesses.  Hope to see you 

there! 



A Quick Reminder From Your Membership Care Team 

If you or someone you know is ill, in the hospital or nursing home,  
please call Ashlei Horn or Pastor David at the church office.   

If you would like or wish a visit, please let us know.  
We can also bring communion to you.  

 

Please remember to pray for those in service for our country:  

         

We would like to have updated contact information for those that are serving so we can 
send them encouraging messages.  If you have any information please let Ashlei  

Horn know.  Thank you.  education@stevensvilleumc.org or 269-364-8545 
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The Next Feeding America Food Pantry Will Be Here 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:00-6:00pm 

Location will be at SUMC Church 

5506 Ridge Road, Stevensville MI  49127 

 

THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped with our Feeding America Food Pantry.  

Thank you  to everyone who donates to make this mission possible.  For the month of June we served 77 

households that included 243 individuals, 55 seniors and 101 children.  The ones we served expressed  

gratitude that we were providing this service to those in need in our area.  Please contact Wanda Barclay, 

429-0967 or Kellie Meyer, 930-3540 if you have any questions or would like to help!   



HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Jo Baugher 

Hannah Baugher-Penrod 

Timmy Dibble 

Joan Durren 

Jack Hardy 

Margie Hardy 

Dianna Hartman 

Shirley Hetfield 

Joyce Hudak 

Janet Kilgore 

Larry Klett 

Sherry Kniola 

Mike Melcher 

Grace Park 

Bonnie Parrish 

Mick Pries 

David Rhodes 

Barb Sanford 

Carol Svorec 

Myra Thompson 

Judy VanDerAue 

Cam Williams 

Tamara Williams 

Nancy Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Patricia Day 

Donna Dorgelo 

Shirley Ehman 

Jessie Leiser 

Norma Ray 

Linda Sommers  

Dan & Sally Streick 

Cleo Ruppel 

 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah—in Liberia 

Delbert & Sandy Groves—in Zambia 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

 Prayers of healing for Tom Parrish who is recovering from pneumonia and has been struggling. 

 Prayers for Barb Sanford who is recovering from surgery. 

 Prayers for Bob Clark’s brothers 8 yr grandson who has been diagnosed with a brain tumor and will begin treatment soon. 

 Prayers for the Kovcek family on the death of Ken. 

 Continued prayers for Carol Svorec’s  sister Cathy Sommer.   She is in rehab and will need surgery now on another part of her 

femur this week.      

 Prayers for Char Markos granddaughter Amanda who is having a difficult time with the loss of her son. 

 Prayers of peace and comfort as Lona’s sister Vicki goes through extensive testing in the next week. 

 Prayers for a former student of Monique Yoder’s Maritas Montvila as he undergoes surgery for his Achilles Tendon in  

        Lithuania.  Prayers of wisdom for the surgeons and prayers for healing. 

 Prayers for Marcia & Darl William’s grandson Camden, 22 whose cancerous tumor was removed successfully in January but he 

still continues to have multiple health problems. 

 Prayers of continued healing for Myra Thompson and also prayers of comfort and peace for her and her family on the death of 

her brother in California. 

 Prayers for Mick Pries who is having neck surgery at U of M.   

 Prayers for Claire Hills’ brother John Becker who is having By Pass Heart surgery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER JOYS: 

 Prayers of joy for Tendai and Farai Rukunda’s 28th Wedding Anniversary. 

 Prayers of joy for good news from Kathryn Hills heart test results. 

 Prayers of many thanks from Mick & Barb Pries for all of your continued love, prayers and support. 

 Prayers of thanks for Farai’s Dad Norman Thomas who was able to be here to celebrate Farai becoming a U.S. Citizen. 
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PRAYERS 



LECTORS 

10:00                        Kathy Sankey                             BASIC                                Monique Yoder                       Heather Boyle          

                                                                 

USHERS               

10:00                        Barb & Bob Clark                      Mike & Mindi Logan         Denny & Sherry Kniola         Rosenthal Family                 

 

ACOLYTES      

10:00                       Logan Boyle                              Katie Schuette                      Jazi Culbertson                     Owen & Shawn W.                           

 

GREETERS 

10:00                      Bruce & Leanne Nitz                Bette Mallen                         Karen & Jack Pallas              Heather Boyle                                        

 

NURSERY            

                        Nursery Care is Being Covered By Ashlei Horn and Michele Hoge    

HOSPITALITY              

 

10:00                      Renee Putt              Renee Putt              Renee Putt                              Renee Putt                                                 

                                Monique Yoder                         Shirley & Gene Harris        Marcia Williams                                          

COMMUNION               

10:00                                                                                 
                                              Kathy S./Holly H./Virginia B.                No Communion                               Monique Y./Wanda B./Dick L.          Carolyn Y./Bette M./Janet C.                                                    

 

SOUND 

10:00                        Doug Weingart                         Bruce Nitz                              Lona Vogie                               Dick Lukey                                                                  

 

VISUALS 

10:00                       Dick Lukey                                 Melissa Vegter                       Dick Lukey                                Paget Clark                                                       

                               Nancy Mead 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS                         

                                     Harold & Pam Rescoe            Kevin & Jennifer                   Sharon Foxworthy                  Kathy & Jack Culbertson 

                                     In Memory of Fred &             Kosten                                     In Honor of the summer       In Honor of Our Mothers 

                      Katherine Rescoe &                                                                 Birthdays of Jack and             Elsie & Wilma  

       Marshall & Betty                              Jace Foxworthy 

                      Gingrich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 7 

                                                                SERVING IN WORSHIP JULY 2019 SCHEDULE 

SERVICE 
JULY 14  JULY 21 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Submit website information at any time. 

Newsletter articles containing information for 

the following month should be submitted by 

Noon on the 2nd Friday of each month. 

Leave all articles on the secretary’s desk. 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 

via e-mail, please contact the church office at  

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com 

If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter, 

please contact the church office via e-mail or call 

(269) 429-5911.  Thank You! 

 

  ATTENDANCE ON June 2, 2019 

Worship Total 10:00am. . . . . . . . . . . .138  

                 

 

      ATTENDANCE ON June 9, 2019 

     Worship Total  10:00am. . . . . . . . . . . .150 

                  

                

      ATTENDANCE ON June 16, 2019 

       Worship Total  10:00 am.. . . . . . . . . .110  

                 

      

      ATTENDANCE ON June 23, 2019 

     Worship Total 10:00am . . . . . . . . . 175  

           

               

 


