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New Year, New Things 
“Remember not the former things, nor consider things of old.  

              Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”- Isaiah 43:18-19 
     

     When you spend a lot of time reading the Bible it is hard not to notice some characteristics of God that are a bit 
challenging. There are events attributed to God that horrify. Wiping out all the first born of Egypt for example, as 
if the people of Egypt and their new born sons were somehow responsible for the stiff necked actions of Pharaoh. 
You also meet characters—matrons and patrons of the faith—who don’t exactly treat God with “kid gloves.” Job 
stands out in that regard. Job didn’t have some tearful conversation with God about how life just isn ’t fair. No, he 
shouted at he heavens, raged and argued with God, put God on trial. In the end it wasn ’t Job’s friends that God 
approved, but Job’s very clear and raw honesty. God even tells Job’s friends they need to ask Job to pray for 
them!  

     It is also hard to read the Bible and not notice how God is always on the move, always leading, often changing. 
But perhaps a better word than “changing” is “adapting.” What I mean is that God often seems ready to adapt to 
human failures, desires, hopes, and dreams. When Abraham wants God to spare the city of Sodom, he pleads and 
bargains with God. “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in 
the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?.... Far 
be it from you to do such a thing!” (Read Genesis 18:16-33) God agrees to spare the city if 50 righteous people can be 
found there. But Abraham doesn’t stop his bargaining: “Well Lord, what about 45? 40? 30? 20? 10?” In every case 
God basically says “Okay, for the sake of the righteous I will not do it.” I find that fascinating, even a bit humorous! 

     When I read the Bible, without either diminishing God or God ’s power, I nevertheless can’t help but see that 
rather than being a “dictator of human behavior,” God want’s loving relationships with each of us. God reasons 
with us, bargains with us, gently leads us, and is forever changing the script or story to keep the door open for us. 
That doesn’t mean the “nature” of God changes. It simply means that out of God’s great love for us, God adjusts 
or adapts in order to maintain a relationship with us. Why? Because God never gives up on us, never stops trying 
to teach us. In fact, the more we learn about how the world and universe around us works, the more God seems 
to be revealing about our place and part in creation, and Jesus is the prime example of how God calls us to live.  

     This can’t be more clear than in the gospels. Prophesied by Jeremiah, in Jesus God was establishing a brand 
new covenant with humanity. Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection are all about this new covenant. 
Jesus’ ministry was literally and figuratively marked by the overturning of tables loaded with assumptions about 
who God is, who God loves, and how God wants to work in our lives.  

     Among Jesus’ final words? “I have said these things while I am still with you. But the Advocate,  the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you.” (John 14:25-26) Two things are critical in those words. First, even with the fulfillment of the new covenant in 
Jesus, Jesus says God is not yet done with us. God would and did send the Spirit to remind us, but also to teach us. 
There were and still are things God wants to reveal to us and wants us to learn in order to help us keep the two 
key commandments which Jesus said were the fulfillment of all of the law and commandments. (“You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; 

and your neighbor as yourself.”) Sometimes we are slow or resistant to hearing the things God still wants to teach us.    

In this New Year, may we have ears to hear, and minds to learn, so that we might know how to love all the more 
like Jesus.                                                                                                                                Pastor David 
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Children’s Center Director:  Amy Durren - 429-1069                                                Counseling - Centered on Wellness: Dr. Mick Pries - 926-6199 
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     Pastor David will be away on  
     vacation from Jan 17 to Feb 8. 
     During this time Ashlei, our lay 
     visitation team, and pastors of 
     other local UM churches will be 
     making visits and covering any 
     emergency needs. If you need a 
     visit, or know someone who 
     does please call Sandy at the 

Church Office (269)429-5911 between 9:00am and Noon.  
You can also text or call Ashlei at (269)364-8545. 
 
  

Jan. 20th UMW Sunday Valerie Mossman-Celestin, found-
er of Haitian Artisans for Peace is our guest speaker.   
 

Jan. 27th— B.A.S.I.C is leading worship at both services.  
 

Feb. 3rd — Jesse Robbins is preaching, this year he will be 
 “live and in person” and still very excited to be a dad!     

WORLD THANK OFFERING - THE SEQUEL 

Once again the World Thank Offering will have a monthly focus to count and  

donate.  Anyone can participate.  Look for the donation container on the table 

under the UMW bulletin board or take a World Thank Offering box home to put 

your donation in.  Have fun and thank you for your donations.  We will have a  

gathering to collect all donations in November. 

 

               JANUARY - $.10 cents per pair of boots 

               FEBRUARY - $.25 cents per pair of eyes in your family 

               MARCH - $.25 cents per nose in household 

               APRIL - $.10 cents for each bed in your house 

               MAY - $.25 per bike in your family 

               JUNE - $1.00 for each vehicle in your household 

               JULY - A penny for each year of your life 

               AUGUST - $.10 for each mirror in your house 

               SEPTEMBER - Add up your house number and donate that 

                                         (example:  1339 = $.16 cents) 

               OCTOBER - $.10 cents for each TV in your household 

               NOVEMBER - $.10 cents for each lamp in your house 

 

 

2019 HAITI MISSION TRIP 
  April 22 or 23 to May 3 or 4* 

(*Dates will be finalized based on work plans and best airfares) 
    

     Join Pastor David on a Mission Trip to Haiti. We will begin the 
construction of a new Methodist Church in Mizak, Haiti which is 
located in the southern mountains of Haiti, not far from the port 
of Jacmel. It is home to Haitian Artisans for Peace International.  
     Always a profound and humbling experience, we will spend 10- 
11 days living, working, and worshipping with Haitian Christians 
who practice hospitality and show an amazing trust in God to 
provide for them, even in a nation that is one of the poorest in 
the world.  
     Requirements: You will need: a current US Passport, to be in 
good health, to participate in orientation meetings, to have all 
currently advised vaccinations and anti-malarial medications, to 
take on a servant attitude and the ability to be flexible, and desire 
to learn some of Haiti’s history and culture. If you have questions 
please see Pastor David. Estimated cost of the trip is $1,650pp.  
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Information on Holy Conferencing Opportunities 
 

     As I hope everyone knows by now, In the months ahead The United Methodist Church 

will hold a Special Session of General Conference as the debate on human sexuality and 

same-gender marriage continues to create tensions within our denomination. There is no 

predicting what the outcomes may be, but change of some kind seems certain. Any change 

is likely to mean that every local church will be faced with decisions about their future  

relationship with the denomination or any newly developing bodies.    

     If you are a member or long time friend of Stevensville United Methodist Church, you are 

not only invited, but strongly encouraged to participate in one of the five Holy Conferencing 

Sessions scheduled for early January. More sessions will be scheduled in mid February. 

These gatherings and conversations are being held before the Special Session so that our 

conversations are not driven by a need to  “respond to” any actions of the General  

Conference. The purpose of these session is to listen to, and seek understanding among  

ourselves as members of this congregation—a Church family that has committed to love, 

care for, and support one another in our faith journeys as followers of Jesus Christ. 

     The goal of these Holy Conversations is to listen to one another in love and civility, while 

also listening for the guidance of Holy Spirit who is with us when we are gathered together, 

particularly when we are seeking to discern what the Spirit may be seeking to teach us 

about being a Christian in our time and place.  

     So that you will have a have a sense of what the process of “Holy Conversation” looks 

like, handouts of the “Guidelines for Holy Conferencing” will be available outside the  

sanctuary beginning December 30th.  

     The following dates/times have been set for January Holy Conferencing sessions: 

Sunday, January 6th at 12:15 pm in Faith Hall 

Tuesday, January 8th at 6:30 pm in Faith Hall 

Thursday, January 10th at 6:30 pm in Faith Hall 

Monday, January 14th at 10:00 am in Faith Hall 

Monday, January 14th at 6:30 pm in Faith Hall 
 

     Other helpful tools in preparing for Holy Conferencing:  

     Bishop David Bard’s “Connectional Conversations” presentation that outlines the issues  

facing the United Methodist Church and possible solutions can be found here:  

     https://vimeo.com/299501090 

     A conversation between two committed United Methodists with different viewpoints 

on the issues we face can be found here: https://vimeo.com/237001047 
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2019 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP AVAILABLE 

The 2019 Altar Flower sign-up sheet is now 

available for you to sign-up at the  

opportunities table.  Cost is $37.10  

(including tax).  H&J Florist will bill you  

directly.  PLEASE leave the gold vase inserts 

at the church.  Thank you! 

 

 

CHILDRENS CENTER NEWS 

A brand new year has begun, where does the time go?  We ended last year with lots of  

activities.  We had a wonderful Christmas program about a special journey taken by Mary 

and Joseph, the children played the angels telling the story. 

 

We had our parties before Preschool went on Christmas break  During the break we had 

extras with the school age children out of school.  Luckily Ms. Savannah is still here and 

Ms. Diane is not involved with the Preschool during break so they could both work with 

the school age children and keep them busy and happy during their extended time with 

us.   

 

Our themes for January include The New Year, Winter Fun/Mittens, Snowmen, Artic  

Animals, and Healthy Habits.  The teachers have all kinds of activities and projects 

planned for fun and learning.  Watch the walls of Faith Hall for theme related art work. 

The Bible stories for January include:  The boy Jesus in the Temple, Jesus is Baptized, 

Jesus in the Wilderness, and the Mustard Seed.  Jesus is growing up and beginning His 

ministry.  

 

Hopefully with the Holiday business over we can all relax and get back into our routines.  

Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  We truly appreciate it. 

 

Amy Durren 

SUMCC Director 

429-1069/sumcc@stevensvilleumc.org    
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Diabetic Testing Supplies 

A member has donated test strips 

and control solution for a True 

Metrix Glucose Meter. If you have 

need for these or know someone 

who does contact Ashlei. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Events 

1/18 Winter Jam  

Youth Group 

1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27  

  HIGH SCHOOL 

 Events 

1/18 Winter Jam  

Youth Group  

Finding God - Creation   

1/2, 1/9, 1/16 

Finding God - Joy 

1/23, 1/30, 2/6 

 

 

Jesse Robbins  

saves6363@gmail.com  

(231) 557 7226 

ATTENDANCE 

As a reminder, it is important to sign your name in the  

Attendance booklets at the end of each row in the sanctuary 

on Sunday Mornings.  We are also asking that small groups 

take attendance.  Each classroom now has a red attendance  

Booklet to help keep the process simple.  After class, simply 

drop off sheets in the container attached to the outside of the 

main office door.  Please see Ashlei with any questions and 

thank you for your help. 

 

SMALL 

GROUP 

OPPORTUNITY 

Tuesday, Jan 8 

Contact Sandy Hayes 

@ 429-5328 or email 

shayes1314@juno.com 



 

Jan 1 
Kathy Harris 
 
Jan 4  
Josephine Cupp 
 
Jan 5 
Becca Meyer 
 
Jan 6 
Hannah Baugher-Penrod 
 
Jan 7 
Jessica Allard 
 
Jan 9 
Tafara Rukunda 
 
Jan 13 
Sally McWhirter 
 
Jan 14 
Karen Sleder 
 
Jan 16 
Chip Krieg 
 
Jan 17 
Kevin Boyle 
 

Jan 18 
Nancy Farrington 
Bob Schmidt 
 
Jan 19 
Brian Radford 
 
Jan 21 
Nicholas Weingart 
 
Jan 22 
George Zielke 
 
Jan 23 
Dale Morse 
 
Jan 24  
Magda Zoschke 
 
Jan 26 
Gene Harris 
Riley Logan 
 
Jan 27 
Olivia DeHaven 
Kevin Ivers 
Ellen Moore 
Shawn Wade 
 
 

Jan 28 
Mary Shaffer 
Melissa Vegter 
 
Jan 29 
Sandra Andert 
 
Jan 30 
Alexander Nelson 
Barb Pries 
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GENEROSITY UPDATE 
Stevensville United Methodist Church is a generous and loving church made up of very generous and loving people, 

all sharing their Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, & Witness so that together we might:  
“BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD’S LOVE” 

 
For the July 1—June 30 Fiscal Year, our ministries need support of $29,729 per month in  

gifts from our Members, Friends, and Other sources.  As of Dec 1: 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Needs: $148,645       Gifts & Other Income: $ 129,893 
 

So that everyone is aware how we are doing in supporting our shared ministries, regular updates will  
appear in the Weekly Bulletins and Monthly Newsletters.  Detailed reports are posted on the  

Finance Bulletin Board. 
Thank You For All You Do To Help Us Live Out Our Shared Mission! 



United Methodist Women in Mission 

                  UMW Committee of the Month 

United Methodist Women would like to thank Nancy Cole, Bette 

Mallen, Mary Sundblad and Renee Putt for serving on the December 

Committee of the Month.  Your help is appreciated. 
 

At Stevensville United Methodist Church many events are supported 

by the United Methodist Women (UMW).  Each month a group of 

women volunteer for Committee of the Month where they help with 

funeral luncheons and various meals held at church.  This is a vital 

service to our church family and is greatly appreciated.  If you would 

like to be included on the Committee of the Month calendar, please 

contact Myra Thompson @ 428-0201 or email her  

@ tntdetailing@gmail.com 

 

UMW JANUARY EVENTS       

    KNITTING CIRCLE EVERY THURSDAY @ 2:00 IN THE LOUNGE   
NO UMW BOARD MEETING THIS MONTH 

           
  Jan 11:   9:30am         CWU Executive Board Meeting @  
    Second Baptist  
             
  Jan 15:   11:30am       Lydia Circle Luncheon-at Pizza Hut 
   In Stevensville 
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THE EMPHASIS MISSION FOR JANUARY IS: 

LIVING BEYOND HOPE 

Over the last two years, Living Beyond Hope has touched 

many lives in the Arnoldine community, particularly the 280 

students that attend Arnoldine Secondary School.   

Classroom blocks continue to be constructed to  

accommodate growth at the school and new textbooks, 

desks and a water filtration system are improving the quality 

of life for students, allowing them to focus on learning.  

Throughout these last two years, the dedication of  

Arnoldine Secondary teachers has been truly remarkable.  

These teachers go above and beyond for their students  

every day, making sure each child knows they have a caring 

adult in their life who wants them to succeed.  We are  

excited to announce that a new focus for 2019 will be the 

construction of new housing for these teachers, who care so 

much for the children, yet are currently living amongst the 

harshest of conditions.  Currently, they walk about 1.5 miles 

one way to school in thick forest and it is very difficult  

during the rainy season.  “Everyone of us have only one 

room despite the size of our families and some of us have 

kids who have reached the adolescence age which makes it 

difficult”, said Ms. Chiremba, the school principal.  The  

foundation of the first cottage has been built and now the 

community is in need of 300 bags of cement ($20 per bag) 

to complete the cottage.  Kudos to the Arnoldine  

Community who made their own bricks!  Once the cottage is 

completed it will accommodate 2 families, each living space 

with 2 bedrooms, kitchen and dining room.  Thank you for 

your support in the past and we are hoping you will join us 

again in 2019 as we travel this journey.  If you need more 

information or would like to donate online, please visit our 

website at:  www.livingbeyondh.com 

                     
Thank you from your mission team:  Pastor David, Lona Vogie,  

Nicole Tubman, Casey Tubman, Virginia Bedunah, Shirley Cole, 

Wanda Barclay 

                           There’s room for YOU too!! 

 

Thank You for supporting the Missions Ministry of SUMC. 

 

NO SISTERS IN FAITH FOR  

THE MONTH OF JANUARY 

Lydia’s Circle will meet on  

Jan 15 at Pizza Hut in  

Stevensville @ 11:30. 



A Quick Reminder From Your Membership Care Team 

If you or someone you know is ill, in the hospital or nursing home,  
please call Ashlei Horn or Pastor David at the church office.   

If you would like or wish a visit, please let us know.  
We can also bring communion to you.  

 

Please remember to pray for those in service for our country:  

         

We would like to have updated contact information for those that are serving so we can 
send them encouraging messages.  If you have any information please let Ashlei  

Horn know.  Thank you.  education@stevensvilleumc.org or 269-364-8545 
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The Next Feeding America Food Pantry Will Be Here 

Wednesday, January 16, 4:00-6:00pm 

Location will be at the Lincoln Township Fire Department 

2130 John Beers Road, Stevensville MI 

THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped with our Feeding America Food Pantry and  

also to everyone who donates to make this mission possible.  For the month of December we  served 67 

households that included 198 individuals.  The ones we served expressed gratitude that we were providing 

this service to those in need in our area.  Please contact Wanda Barclay, 429-0967 or Kellie Meyer, 930-3540 

if you have any questions or would like to help!   

Dear Church Members, 

Thank you for putting on a nice luncheon after 

Joanne’s service.  The food was delicious and I  

appreciate your time.  Thank you for all your  

prayers, love and concerns that people have 

shared with me.  Joanne’s 

church family was very 

special to her. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Ahearn 

 



HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Dean Amelung  

Jo Baugher 

Barb Bailey 

Hannah Baugher-Penrod 

Timmy Dibble 

Jackie Hammond 

Jack Hardy 

Margie Hardy 

Dianna Hartman 

Janet Kilgore 

Larry Klett 

Sherry Kniola 

Mike Melcher 

Grace Park 

Bonnie Parrish 

David Rhodes 

Barb Sanford 

Carol Svorec 

Myra Thompson 

Judy VanDerAue 

Cam Williams 

Tamara Williams 

Nancy Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Patricia Day 

Donna Dorgelo 

Shirley Ehman 

Jessie Leiser 

Walt Phillips 

Norma Ray 

Linda Sommers  

Dan & Sally Streick 

Cleo Ruppel 

 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah—in Liberia 

Delbert & Sandy Groves—in Zambia 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

 Continued prayers of healing for Myra Thompson as she starts her chemo treatments. 

 Prayers of peace for those who are having difficulty and sadness this Christmas. 

 Prayers of healing for Sarah Witt 

 Prayers for the Paul Schuette family on the sudden death of his Aunt Nancy. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace for the Wrichhand family on the death of their daughter Becky who lost her battle with 

cancer. 

 Prayers of guidance for Sherry Hunt’s 19 year old niece Marissa Haak who was just diagnosed with a rare form of 

cancer. 

 Prayers of safety and health for Taurai Rukunda who is suffering from depression and addiction.  Prayers for the  

        whole family. 

 Prayers for Harold Rescoe’s neighbor Augie Meyer who fell and broke his femur and for his wife Nan who has just 

been diagnosed with lung cancer. 

 Continued prayers of healing for Marcia and Daryl Williams grandson Cam. 

 Prayers for Barb Bailey who has entered into hospice care.  Prayers for Barb, Willard and their family. 

 

 

PRAYER JOYS: 

 Prayers of joy for the birth of Dianna Hartmans great nephew Miller Bradley House who also needs prayers of  

        healing as he faces multiple surgeries in the months ahead. 

 Prayers of joy for Tom & Bonnie Parrish’s 65th Anniversary on December 4. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving from Myra Thompson who loves her church family and feels all the love and prayers. 
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LECTORS 

8:30                 Virginia Bedunah              Lona Vogie                              Guest Speaker                             BASIC 

11:00               Janet Crawford                   BASIC                                       Guest Speaker                             BASIC 

                                                                 

USHERS               

8:30                    Bruce & Leanne Nitz         Gordon & Nancy Wilson       Tom & Bonnie Parrish           Carolyn Yoder                             

11:00                Bob & Barb Clark              Mike & Mindi Logan               Rosenthal Family                      Dubbert Family 

 

ACOLYTES      

               Owen/Shawn Wade          Katie Schuette  

                               Logan Boyle                        Jazi Culbertson/Jada Fulgham 

GREETERS 

8:30                  Don & Sharon Alsbro        Sharon Foxworthy                  UMW                                          Dianna Hartman       

11:00   Jan Koebel                           Bette Mallen                           UMW                                          Mick & Barb Pries 

 

NURSERY            

                        Nursery Care is Being Covered By Ashlei Horn and Michele Hoge    

 

HOSPITALITY              

8:30                   Gene & Shirley Harris 

11:00              Renee Putt  Renee Putt  Renee Putt       Renee Putt 

 

COMMUNION               

8:30          Virginia B./Doug W./Carolyn Y.              Lona V./Kathy H./Sandy H.         

11:00       Janet C./Bette M./Wanda B. 

                         

 

SOUND 

8:30         Bruce Nitz                               Charlie Vegter                         Bob Hendley                                    Aaron Rennhack           

11:00       Doug Weingart                      Dick Lukey                                Lona Vogie                                       Charlie Vegter                        

 

VISUALS 

8:30                      Barb Pries                      Melissa Vegter                         Dick Lukey                                   Paget Clark            

11:00                    Nancy Mead                 Becca/Chelsea Rosenthal      Maddie Hoge                              Preston Jackson                     

                     

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS                         

                                 Jack & Kathy                  Kim Barinka & Donna                  Mike & Nancy                            Sandy Hayes In Honor 

                                 Culbertson In                 Dorgelo In Loving Memory         Farrington In Honor of             of Annabele Stricker’s  

                                 Memory of                     of Norman Dorgelo for his          Our 30th Anniversary               102nd Birthday 

                                Our Grandparents          B-Day Jan 12..Miss You Tons! 

JAN 6 

                                                                SERVING IN WORSHIP JANUARY 2019 SCHEDULE 

SERVICE 
JAN 13  JAN 20 
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JAN 27 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Submit website information at any time. 

Newsletter articles containing information for 

the following month should be submitted by 

Noon on the 2nd Friday of each month. 

Leave all articles on the secretary’s desk. 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 

via e-mail, please contact the church office at  

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com 

If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter, 

please contact the church office via e-mail or call 

(269) 429-5911.  Thank You! 

 

  ATTENDANCE ON November 4, 2018 

Worship Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .169 

                8:30 Service. . . . . . . . . . .  .  80 

              11:00 Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . 89  

 

      ATTENDANCE ON November 11, 2018 

     Worship Total. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

                 8:30 Service. . . . . . . .  . . .  .76 

               11:00 Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 110 

 

      ATTENDANCE ON November 18, 2018 

       Worship Total. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .187 

                8:30  Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

               11:00 Service. . . . . . . .   . . 131 

      

      ATTENDANCE ON November 25 2018 

     Worship Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . .161 

           8:30 Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

         11:00  Service. . . . . . . . . . .  . 89 

             


