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August 2019 

Beloved, Be Loving 

     As a church family we are a “community of the beloved,” with God’s Beloved Son Jesus at the center of who we are, 
what we do, and who we are called to be. Yet Jesus is not the only “beloved” in this family of faith. The scriptures re-
veal that each one of us is also a beloved child of God. As such, in reflecting the Beloved Son, we who are also beloved 
of God are called to be loving. Beloved, Be Loving! 
     In our relationships with one another as a church family it is sometimes hard to be as loving toward one another as 
we are called to be. Especially these days, we are too often and far too quick to give up on one another when things get 
tough. Yet, loving one another is not our call only when the sun is shining and the daisies blooming. Loving one another 
is our call on the darkest, stormiest days of our lives as well. That is no easy task, especially in our increasingly polarized 
culture. Yet this is our call - to love each other unconditionally as we have been loved unconditionally by God, even 
when we disagree on matters of faith. 
     When it comes to our denomination’s current impasse over human sexuality and same sex marriage there has been 
a fair amount of talk about schism or splitting  up to go our separate ways.  As a cradle Methodist, steeped in our Wes-
ley tradition, I have always felt like any split in our denomination would feel, for me, much like a child whose parents 
are divorcing and being pressed by both to live in “their house.” Asked once which I would choose to live, my gut reac-
tion has been “Maybe neither of them.” I may be a child of God, but I’m a person of a maturing faith who simply 
doesn’t believe divorce is anything but a last resort, and then only to prevent harm.  
     That said, having studied church history, I am well aware that this pattern of spiritual divorce is not remotely “new.” 
The Church has struggled for nearly 2,000 years to be the one body Jesus calls together and prays we will be. Yet, in 
1054, following centuries of religious and political turmoil and 22 smaller schisms there was the “Great Schism.” That 
split, which coincided with a split in the Roman empire, resulted in a break between what are now the Roman Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox Churches. That break perhaps set in place even more firmly the very human pattern for dealing 
with conflict over differences around how we read and understand scripture, theology, sacraments, and how we live 
within the world while not being “of the world.” If we can’t agree, we go our separate ways.    
     500 years later Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church in 1517. His theses 
were not so much condemnations of church practice around the practice of selling indulgences (literally paying for your 
sins through donations) as they were moral questions that Luther posed. Those theses, born out of his moral theology 
rooted in scripture, tradition, and reason, led him to question, and even be prophetic about what he believed to be 
abuses of power by church leaders. Needless to say, the response he received was not a positive one.  
In the end, the church once again split or divorced in what we refer to as the “Protestant Reformation.”  
     Protestantism seems to be “the gift that keeps on giving.” Why? Because the spiritual divorce we call schism seems 
to be the easiest and quickest way to ease our collective anxiety in changing times. Disagree over some matter of faith? 
Split and go your separate ways! That pattern has continued, with minor and major splits, and the occasional merging 
of churches, all of which happened within our own Wesleyan/Methodist tradition. I think we protest too much. 
     I wonder at times how Jesus feels about this way of dealing with conflict and differences of opinion around scripture, 
theology, doctrine, etc... As the UMC again leans toward repeating the pattern of schism over LGBT+ issues, I sense Je-
sus weeps, because the beloved community still hasn’t figured out how to be loving when the “chips are down.” 
Splitting? That’s easy. Frankly it’s also even lazy. But choosing to remain bound together in love? That takes work. The 
work of reconciliation, which isn’t quick or painless, but it is work that makes the hearts of all those involved exponen-
tially stronger. So let’s try another way. Let us learn to love, serve, and care for one another even amidst our differ-
ences. Let us be reconciled to one another in Christ who has reconciled us to God. Beloved, let us Be-Loving. 

Peace be yours in Christ, Pastor David 
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2019 Fair Booth  

 

It is time again to be preparing for this year’s SUMC Fair Booth activities.  Actually, your 

fair booth committee has been working since shortly after we closed up last season.  We 

have made a few changes to try to improve our service and our work flow.  One of the 

changes relates to our breakfast menu.  Since our breakfast items have been so popular, we 

have decided to have them available until noon this year.  That means that we will over-lap 

the breakfast and lunch/dinner menus.  We have changed the work schedule to accommo-

date this change and are hoping that it will help things run smoothly.  This also means that 

we have shifts that are different in length.  So, if you like to work the breakfast time but 

getting up to be there at 6:00 a.m. is too early for you, there is a shift that will start at 8:00 

a.m.  We are going to be painting the inside of the booth, both the walls and the floor and as 

Mindi said in the SCOOP video, we will have a new counter in the front that should be a 

better height, therefore causing less back strain.    The sign up for work shift and shift  

leaders will start the end of June and will again be an on-line process.  Here is the link to 

sign up: https://signup.com/go/rZpXCbU.   But, if you are not comfortable doing this on 

your own, there will be someone available after church each Sunday to help get you signed 

up.   We encourage you to bring a friend or maybe sign up as a group.  We are also going to 

have super great t-shirts for all of us to wear that will help advertise our church and our 

church booth.  If you sign up on-line, make sure that you also include your t-shirt size.  

Thanks in advance for all of you who volunteer to help with this activity.  It has been a mis-

sion of our church for over 50 years and we want to continue our presence at the fair.  

 

Your Fair Booth Committee 

Robin, Mindi, David and Sandy  

https://signup.com/go/rZpXCbU
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  GATHERING AT THE POND 

Come and join us on August 25th (Sunday evening) for 

an evening of a camp fire, camp songs, devotions and 

SMORES!   We will start our activities at 7:00 p.m. 

and the singing and devotions will be completed in 

around 30 minutes.  Then, we can all stay as long as 

we want and make SMORES and share fellowship. We 

are hoping for great weather and a great turn out, so  

please invite your friends and neighbors.  Bring your 

own lawn chairs and a skewer or stick so that you can 

roast your marshmallows.  All of the supplies will be 

provided for the SMORES.  Hope to see you there! 

                                                                            

              Sponsored by the Worship Team 

SMALL 

GROUP 

OPPORTUNITY 

Tuesday, Aug 20,  

10:00 am  

Contact Sandy Hayes 

@429-5328 email 

shayes1314@juno.com 

AUGUST CARD MAKING CLASSES 

Please note that for the month of August the morning card 

class will be held the “third” Tuesday, August 20 at 

10:00am.  It was moved because the Youth Fair is the  

second week of August.  (don’t forget to sign up to help 

work at the fair)  The evening class for August will also be 

on the 20th from 6:30-8:30pm.  Please let Sandy Hayes 

know if you are coming and if you have any questions.  No 

experience necessary and we would love to have you. 

You can reach Sandy at 429-5328 or: shayes@juno.com   

    

 

 

 

 

My name is Kristin Marzano.  I am the new Children’s Center Director.  I received my degree in early childhood from Eastern 

Gateway in Ohio.  I love being outside enjoying the great outdoors when I have time.  I also enjoy spending time with my family. 

I am very excited to be a part of this program at Stevensville United Methodist Church.   

 

We cannot believe it is already August.  Summer has been very busy for us.  In June we took a trip to Celebration Cinema to see 

Toy Story 4.  July brought us an in-house field trip from the Air Zoo in Kalamazoo.  We also had a visit from some very special  

animals during pet week and we ended our month with a trip to the splash pad during fun in the sun week.  

We have enjoyed alternating between bike week and water play week.  In August, we look forward to an in-house visit from the 

Nature Center.  Other themes in August include VBS week, Circus week and It’s a Jungle  We will have a magician coming to visit 

and we will end our summer with a trip to Potawatomi Zoo.  

 

As summer comes to an end, we wish all of our college students a great year at school.  We welcome new staff, and are excited 

for the new school year.   

 

Kristin Marzano 

SUMCC Director 

269-429-1069 

director.sumcc@gmail.com   
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WORLD THANK OFFERING - THE SEQUEL 

Once again the World Thank Offering will have a monthly focus to count and  

donate.  Anyone can participate.  Look for the donation container on the table under the UMW bulletin 

board or take a World Thank Offering box home to put your donation in.  Have fun and thank you for your 

donations.  We will have a gathering to collect all donations in November. 

                               

                AUGUST - $.10 for each mirror in your house 

                SEPTEMBER - Add up your house number and donate that (example:  1339 = $.16 cents)  

                OCTOBER - $.10 cents for each TV in your household 

                 NOVEMBER - $.10 cents for each lamp in your house 

 

 

2019 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP AVAILABLE 

The 2019 Altar Flower sign-up sheet is now  

available for you to sign-up at the opportunities table.  Cost 

is $37.10 (including tax).  H&J Florist will bill you directly.  

PLEASE leave the gold vase 

 inserts at the church.  Needing to fill slots for  

 September 15 & 22.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

SING WITH US  

    On the Fourth Sunday  

In August!  
 
 

                                                                             

August 25  

Arrive at 9:15am on Sunday morning to learn the song. 

We will sing for the 10am worship service. 

If you know of someone who might enjoy singing, invite them to come with you!  

See Kellie Meyer of Nancy Farrington  for more info! 

 

 

 

 

The church has a Craftsman gas leaf blower not  

being used that we would like to sell.  It is in very  

good condition and we are asking $50.00  If  

interested please contact Ken Green at  

269-779-1757 or 

kgreen099@aol.com 
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Jesse Robbins 

saves6363@gmail.com 

(234)557-7226 

 

Register your child today at:  https://vbspro.events/p/events/8eb3cc  

Volunteer sign up is on the Education Bulletin Board. 

Questions? See Ashlei! 

 

 

 

Medical Equipment Borrowing Closet 

SUMC has a closet where we keep things like walkers, shower seats, 

canes, crutches,  and wheelchairs that can be borrowed. A full list of 

available items can be found on the Member Care bulletin board. 



AUG 1 
Elnora Holmes 
 
AUG 2 
Nancy Cole 
 
AUG 3 
Richard Ray 
 
AUG 5 
Brynn Harris 
 
AUG 6 
Gilbert Ruttenberg 
 
AUG 9 
Ron Birmingham 
Jane Hild 
 
AUG 10 
Ayana Harris 
 
AUG 11 
Kelly Agens 
 
AUG 12 
Janet Crawford 
 
 
 

AUG 13 
Shirley Harris 
Lona Vogie 
 
AUG 15 
Ronald Sonneman 
Daniel Streick 
 
AUG 16 
Sarah Sonnenberg 
 
AUG 17 
Jo Baugher 
Mike Farrington 
Tendi Rukunda 
 
AUG 18 
Michele Hoge 
Mark Johnson 
Nancy Mead 
 
AUG 19 
Joni Dubbert 
Barry Tuller 
 
AUG 20 
Chip Avery 
 
 
 

AUG 21 
Kathy Archey 
Alaina Rigler 
 
AUG 22 
Konner Boyle 
 
AUG 26 
Dan Lydic 
 
AUG 28 
Hunter Hendley 
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GENEROSITY UPDATE 

 
Stevensville United Methodist Church is a generous and 

loving church made up of very generous and loving  
people, all sharing their Prayers,  

Presence, Gifts, Service, & Witness so that together we 
might:  

“BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD’S LOVE” 
 

For the July 1—June 30 Fiscal Year, our ministries need 
support of $29,729 per month in  

gifts from our Members, Friends, and Other sources.  
  

As of July 1:  Year to Date Budgeted Needs: $356,748        
 

Gifts & Other Income: $338,101  
 

So that everyone is aware how we are doing in  
supporting our shared ministries, regular updates 
will appear in the Weekly Bulletins and Monthly 
Newsletters.  Detailed reports are posted on the  

Finance Bulletin Board. 
 

Thank You For All You Do To Help Us Live 
Out Our Shared Mission! 

Copies of the 2019 SUMC Church Directory have been placed 

on the Opportunities Table in the hallway.  Please let me know 

if you have any questions or need anything updated in your  

information.  Thank you! 

                                                   Sandy 



United Methodist Women in Mission 

                  UMW Committee of the Month 

United Methodist Women would like to thank Nancy Wilson, Jean 

Graber, Kellie Meyer and Jane Raymond for serving on the July 

Committee of the Month.  Your help is appreciated. 
 

At Stevensville United Methodist Church many events are supported 

by the United Methodist Women (UMW).  Each month a group of 

women volunteer for Committee of the Month where they help with 

funeral luncheons and various meals held at church.  This is a vital 

service to our church family and is greatly appreciated.  If you would 

like to be included on the Committee of the Month calendar, please 

contact Myra Thompson @ 428-0201 or email her  

@ tntdetailing@gmail.com 

 

UMW AUGUST EVENTS       

     NO KNITTING CIRCLE IN AUGUST 
           
  Aug 6:         7:00pm        UMW Board Meeting in Lounge 
  Aug 12-17:                      SIF Work @ SUMC Berrien Co. Fair 
        Booth 
        Old Rugged Cross Gospel Sing 
  Aug 13:       11:30am       Lydia’s Circle at Papa Vino’s      
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MISSIONS FOR AUGUST 

U.M.C.O.R 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is 

among the first to respond to natural and 

manmade disasters.  They provide everything 

from blankets and food to survivors of  

hurricanes to cleaning supplies and shelter for  

Flood victims.  One hundred percent of your  

donation is used directly to aid these people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you from your mission team:  Pastor David, Lona Vogie,  

Nicole Tubman, Casey Tubman, Virginia Bedunah, Shirley Cole, 

Wanda Barclay 

                           There’s room for YOU too!! 

 

Thank You for supporting the Missions Ministry of SUMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

The UMW Kitchen Team is taking an 
inventory of all kitchen supplies and  
re-organizing the Faith Hall kitchen 
during the months of July and August. 
You may find that some things have 
moved around or placed in different 
drawers. Please pay attention to any 
temporary and permanent labels to 
help you find where these items may 
have moved to. If you have any  
questions, please contact the new 
UMW Kitchen Chairs, Holly Hetfield and 
Monique Yoder. 

If you have a baking or  

serving dish on the table 

outside the SUMC Library, 

please pick it up before  

August 11.  Any unclaimed 

dishes will be given for  

donation after this date.           

 Thank you! 



A Quick Reminder From Your Membership Care Team 

If you or someone you know is ill, in the hospital or nursing home,  
please call Ashlei Horn or Pastor David at the church office.   

If you would like or wish a visit, please let us know.  
We can also bring communion to you.  

 

Please remember to pray for those in service for our country:  

         

We would like to have updated contact information for those that are serving so we can 
send them encouraging messages.  If you have any information please let Ashlei  

Horn know.  Thank you.  education@stevensvilleumc.org or 269-364-8545 
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The Next Feeding America Food Pantry Will Be Here 

Wednesday, August 21, 2019 4:00-5:30pm 

Location will be at SUMC Church 

5506 Ridge Road, Stevensville MI  49127 

 

THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped with our Feeding America Food Pantry.  

Thank you  to everyone who donates to make this mission possible.  For the month of July we served 76 

households that included 185 individuals, 61 seniors ,57 children and 7 Veterans.  The ones we served  

expressed gratitude that we were providing this service to those in need in our area.  Please contact Wanda 

Barclay, 429-0967 or Kellie Meyer, 930-3540 if you have any questions or would like to help!   

THE 2019 FALL RUMMAGE 

SALE DATES ARE OCTOBER  

4TH AND 5TH.  MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS !! 



HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Jo Baugher 

Hannah Baugher-Penrod 

Timmy Dibble 

Joan Durren 

Jack Hardy 

Margie Hardy 

Dianna Hartman 

Shirley Hetfield 

Joyce Hudak 

Janet Kilgore 

Larry Klett 

Sherry Kniola 

Mike Melcher 

Grace Park 

Bonnie Parrish 

Tom Parrish 

Mick Pries 

David Rhodes 

Barb Sanford 

Carol Svorec 

Myra Thompson 

Reta Trux 

Judy VanDerAue 

Cam Williams 

Tamara Williams 

Nancy Wilson 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS: 

Patricia Day 

Donna Dorgelo 

Shirley Ehman 

Jessie Leiser 

Norma Ray 

Linda Sommers  

Dan & Sally Streick 

Cleo Ruppel 

 

MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD: 

Caleb Dormah—in Liberia 

Delbert & Sandy Groves—in Zambia 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

 Prayers of comfort for Christy and the Glass families who lost 3 family members in an airplane crash in Alaska on June 28. 

 Prayers of healing for Myra Thompson as she continues to recover at home. 

 Prayers for Barb Levine and family on the sudden death of Barb’s husband Ron.  Prayers of strength, comfort and peace.  

 Prayers for Tom Parrish who has been diagnosed with lung cancer and is waiting to see Pulmonologist & Oncologist. 

 Prayers for Kyle Culbertson to help the Dr’s. find out what is causing his joint pain.  

 Prayers for Christy Schuette’s father, Charlie Spencer who is having triple bypass open heart surgery and then at a later date, 

bilateral carotid artery surgery.   

 Prayers for Eva Morgan who has not been feeling well. 

 Prayers for Joyce Hudak’s friend Carol Bollin who’s son was killed in a motorcycle accident.  He leaves behind his pregnant wife 

and two children.  

 Prayers of healing & strength for Mick & Barb Pries as they head home on July 23 and continue with Mick’s rehabilitation.  

 Prayers of healing for Willard Bailey who has been in the hospital. 

 Prayers of safe travel for Monique Yoder as she travels to Latvia and Lithuania for the next 3 weeks for her masters thesis.  

 Prayers for Virginia Bedunah’s brother Raymond who has begun treatment for prostate cancer. 

 Prayers for Mike Melcher who will be having a feeding tube placement procedure done Thursday, July 25 in Grand Rapids. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace for Nancy Farrington and family on the death of her Aunt Phyllis. 

 Prayers for Steve Wright from the soup kitchen who played the piano and is very sick in Borgess and not doing well.  

 Prayers for Tammy Green’s father Jay Fisher who had surgery at the VA hospital in Ann Arbor. 

 

 

PRAYER JOYS: 

 Praise God for answered prayers for Lona’s sister Vicki who underwent extensive testing looking for cancer and that all results 

were negative!! 

        Prayers of joy in celebration of my granddaughter Gabrielle’s 24th birthday….what a joy! 

 Prayers of thanks from Jack and Margie Hardy for your prayers for their son Randy who had a severe pancreatic attack. 

 Prayers from Marcia and Darl Williams that their grandson Cam is feeling well enough to start work. 
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PRAYERS 



LECTORS 

10:00                          Dick Lukey                                 BASIC                                Rachel Wade                            Kathy Sankey        

                                                                 

USHERS                   

10:00                          Mary Sundblad &                 Mary Sundblad &              Dubbert Family              Bruce & Leanne Nitz 

                                         Dianna Hartman                    Dianna Hartman 

ACOLYTES      

10:00                         Logan Boyle                             Katie Schuette                   Jazi Culbertson                       Owen/Shawn Wade                        

 

GREETERS 

10:00                       Tom & Bonnie Parrish           Lona Vogie                         Carolyn Yoder                           Lyndon & Elnora Holmes                                     

 

NURSERY            

                        Nursery Care is Being Covered By Ashlei Horn and Michele Hoge    

HOSPITALITY              

 

10:00                        Renee Putt                              Renee Putt                            Renee Putt                                Renee Putt                                              

                                  Gene & Shirley Harris                                       

COMMUNION               

10:00                                Dick L./Kathy H./Doug W.                Janet C./Virginia B./Holly H.         Rachel W./Allyson R./Sandy H.         Lona V./Carolyn Y./Kathy S.                                                   

                                                                                                   

 

SOUND 

10:00                          Doug Weingart                        Bruce Nitz                              Lona Vogie                                  Dick Lukey                                                                 

 

VISUALS 

10:00                         Barb Pries                                  Melissa Vegter                     Dick Lukey                                   Paget Clark                                                    

                                

CHANCEL FLOWERS                         

                                     Ron & Carol Momany             Michael & Mindi                 Craig & Allyson                           Marcia & Darl Williams 

                                     Celebrating the                        Logan Celebrating               Rigler In Honor of                      In Honor of Our Sons & 

                      Marriage of Chris                     Our 20th Wedding              Alaina’s 17th Birthday             Daughters 

       Momany & Liz Adams             Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 4 

                                                                SERVING IN WORSHIP AUGUST 2019 SCHEDULE 

SERVICE 
AUGUST 11   AUGUST 18 
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AUGUST 25 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Submit website information at any time. 

Newsletter articles containing information for 

the following month should be submitted by 

Noon on the 2nd Friday of each month. 

Leave all articles on the secretary’s desk. 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 

via e-mail, please contact the church office at  

stevensvillechurch@gmail.com 

If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter, 

please contact the church office via e-mail or call 

(269) 429-5911.  Thank You! 

 

  ATTENDANCE ON June 30, 2019 

Worship Total 10:00am. . . . . . . . . . . . 168  

                 

 

      ATTENDANCE ON July 7, 2019 

     Worship Total  10:00am. . . . . . . . . . . . 103 

                  

                

      ATTENDANCE ON July 14, 2019 

       Worship Total  10:00 am.. . . . . . . . . . 134 

                 

      

      ATTENDANCE ON July 21, 2019 

     Worship Total 10:00am . . . . . . . . . .118   

           

               


